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	 Reference Body 
	MTS / MTS AI

	EC/EFTA Funding 
	Manpower:                                       
	403 000 €

	
	Travels (estimated):                               
	15 000 €

	
	Other costs:                                             
	15 000 €

	
	
	

	
	Total Budget (estimated):             
	433 000 € 

	Project Duration 
	24 months  

	WP#
	Task in BC
	Task names
	Amount

	WP1: Overall Project Management 
	T0
	T1.1 Project set-up
	0,00 €

	
	T1
	T1.2 Project Management 
	32 500,00 €

	WP2: Requirements extraction and Test Artifact Derivation Tools and Methods
	T2
	T2.1 Identification, Extraction and classification of requirements
	39 000,00 €

	
	T3
	T2.2 Identification of features and derivation of TSS
	13 000,00 €

	
	T4
	T2.3 Derivation of test objectives, Test purposes and test description
	78 000,00 €

	
	T5
	T2.4 Creation of a digital platform for smart test development
	39 000,00 €

	
	T6
	T2.5 Integration of methods into an agile-compatible methodology for Smart Test Development
	39 000,00 €

	WP3: Application and evaluation of methodologies and prototypes
	T7
	T3.1 Identification of suitable case studies and evaluation criteria 
	19 500,00 €

	
	T8
	T3.2 Application and Evaluation of methods and prototype
	26 000,00€

	
	T9
	T3.3 Validation of the extracted requirements and the derived test artifacts
	45 500,00€

	
	T10
	T3.4 User guide preparation for the Smart Test Development methodology and the supporting platform
	19 500,00€

	
	T11
	T3.5 Collection of recommendations for smart standards
	32 500,00 €

	WP4: Dissemination and exploitation within ETSI and beyond
	T12
	T4.1 Exploitation within ETSI 
	6 500,00 €

	
	T13
	T4.2 Dissemination
	13 000,00 €
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HISTORY OF CHANGES

	VERSION
	PUBLICATION  DATE
	CHANGE

	1.0
	01.03.2022
	Initial version (new MFF).

	2.0
	26.01.2026
	Version submitted to Board for review

	2.0
	11.02.2026
	Final version for EISMEA Submission

	3.0
	17.04.2026
	Comments addressed following ESR:
· Relevance: 
· Part 1.3: Details provided on the complementarity with other related actions and innovation. 
· Quality – Project Design and Implementation
· Part 1.3: Details provided on the complementarity with other related actions and innovation (in relation to the transition to smart standards). 
· Part 3.2: Details provided on the stakeholders' engagement strategy. 
· Quality – Project Team and cooperation arrangements 
· Part 2.3: Details provided on the selection process, as well as the criteria mobilised to perform the assessment of the candidatures to be received. 
· Part 2.5: Details provided on the Project Management framework, specifically regarding the alignment with ongoing smart standards activities. 
· 
Part 4.2 : Details provided on Work Package 4 description.
· Deliverables dissemination status has been changed. Explanation provided in 4.1. Work Plan. 

	4.0
	13.08.2026
	Minor correction (typo) before CL publication. 
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	Project summary  

	This project proposal addresses the digitalisation of the standards-making process of ETSI Technical Specifications covering test artifacts that accompany ETSI base standards. It is the first step towards the transition from document-based standards to smart standards, which are machine-readable, executable, and interpretable. By supporting the Data Economy priority of the AUWP 2024, the initiative seeks to establish a new approach for data sharing and management of those test artifacts.
ETSI recognizes the need to modernize its approach due to digitalisation and demand for faster delivery cycles. The initiative will draft a new ETSI testing methodology that governs how test artifacts for ETSI base standards are created and maintained. It leverages AI to bridge document-centric standards. The smart test artifacts produced are machine-readable and executable, easy to adapt and maintain by stakeholders, particularly businesses and SMEs.
This project will enhance the efficiency of the EU’s Single Market, support the competitiveness of EU businesses, and facilitate the development of European standards. It represents the first step towards modernising the standards-making process of ETSI and keeping Europe at the forefront of standardisation.
The current manual process is lengthy and resource intensive. By automating requirement extraction and transforming them into test artifacts, this project seeks to streamline the process, reduce errors, and accelerate publication. It will develop tools based on Generative AI and make them open-source. The methodology is expected to be adopted by ETSI’s Technical Committees, Industry Specification Groups, and Partnership Projects.
Outputs:
· AI-assisted Smart Test Specification Methodology
· Prototype open-source tool platform
· User guide for the platform
· Recommendations on smart ETSI base standards
The project runs for 24 months, covers 620 person-days, and has total costs of 433,000 EUR.


#§PRJ-SUM-PS§# #@REL-EVA-RE@# #@PRJ-OBJ-PO@#
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	Background and general objectives

	This project proposal addresses the digitalisation of the standards-making process and the transition from document-based standards to smart standards, which are machine-readable, executable, and interpretable. This initiative directly contributes to the priority of Data Economy: Establishing standards for data sharing and management, as outlined in the Annual Union Work Programme (AUWP) 2024[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  2024 Annual Union Work Programme for European standardization (C/2024/1364) (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/C/2024/1364/oj) ] 

For standards to be effective and widely accepted, they must be trusted by all market participants. ETSI has a long-standing reputation for delivering high-quality standards across various domains of Information and Communication Technology (ICT). However, with the rapid pace of digitalisation and the demand for faster product and service delivery cycles, there is an urgent need to transform the way ETSI standards are produced and maintained. The traditional document-centric approach to standard publication is increasingly inadequate in an era dominated by the Internet, cloud-based services, and the growing use of AI technologies for data processing.
Organisations require immediate access to standards and timely updates on any changes. Leading Standards Development Organisations such as ISO and IEC have already initiated the transformation towards smart standards. These smart standards facilitate digital interaction between humans and machines, enhancing efficiency and enabling automation. Their digital nature ensures that content can be updated swiftly, promoting interoperability between different systems and devices, and facilitating seamless integration and communication across various platforms.
ETSI is embracing the trend towards smart standards by launching its own initiative. The first activity under this initiative is the present project proposal, which contributes to two key aspects of the AUWP priority on Data Economy:
1. EU Trusted Data Framework: This project will introduce a new methodology for creating, updating, and sharing standards on test specifications that accompany base standards.
2. Interoperability for Data Processing Services: The project will define a new standards-making process that leverages machine-readable and machine-executable technologies to create high-quality test artifacts, which will be published as ETSI Technical Specifications. Additionally, AI technology will be employed to bridge existing document-centric base standards with these new smart standards.
By addressing the need for smart standards in general and specifically machine-readable and machine-executable standardised test specifications along with a supporting testing methodology, this project proposal will have a direct impact on the EU’s Single Market objectives, specifically:
1. Increase Effectiveness: Enhancing the overall efficiency of the Single Market to ensure it functions smoothly and effectively. Smart standards are easier to access by all market participants, revisions of standards can be made available in shorter time to address emerging market needs.
2. Support Competitiveness: Boosting the competitiveness of EU businesses, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). The outlined new testing methodology reduces barriers to deploy standardised technologies and to access and contribute to standardised test specifications, which is particularly beneficial for SMEs that can spend less resources on standard-related activities.
3. Develop Standards: Facilitating the development of effective European standards to ensure consistency and quality across the market. Smart standards offer a higher quality and faster development compared to document-centric ones because they can be validated partly automatically which increases their acceptance and eases their deployment in the market.
To maintain ETSI's role as a trusted and highly reputable SDO and to keep Europe at the forefront of standardisation, it is essential to drive the standards-making process into the digital age. This project proposal represents the first step in this direction, focusing on improvements to ETSI Technical Specifications related to testing. 
The natural composition of ETSI and, in particular, TC MTS includes members from various regions across Europe, such as Germany, France, Greece, and others. Moreover, TC MTS maintains liaisons with ITU and ISO. Consequently, the results of the proposed project will involve substantial cross-border cooperation among TC MTS members and international standardization organisations.
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	Needs analysis and specific objectives 

	Needs: In today's interconnected technological landscape, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) systems must communicate seamlessly on all levels. This interoperability is achieved by a rigorous design of ICT standards and their associated standardized test specifications. Both are essential to guarantee genuine interoperability and enable communication between products in multi-vendor, multi-network, and multi-service environments. 
ETSI standards are used the world over and have enabled technologies which have changed the way people live, work and do business. In 2024 up to now ETSI has produced more than 3,300 deliverables and its work impacts almost every area of modern living. A major element in ETSI’s production includes the standards developed in its global partnership projects 3GPP and oneM2M. ETSI’s Industry Specification Groups also contribute significantly with their specifications and reports. This success owes much to the high quality of the standards ETSI produces. ETSI has earned a reputation for producing world class standards, a reputation ETSI works hard to maintain. Writing good standards is not easy. Writing the sort of world class standards for which ETSI is well known is a complex and challenging task. Over the years, the ETSI Technical Committee “Methods for Testing and Specification” (TC MTS) has developed working methods and detailed drafting rules to ensure the quality and the reliability of ETSI standards.
At ETSI, the standards-making process is complemented by the provision of additional standardised Technical Specifications on conformance and interoperability tests to support the assessment and deployment of standardised technologies. For example, all major 3GPP standards on mobile network protocols are backed by comprehensive test specifications. The ETSI Centre for Testing and Interoperability (CTI) supports the process by setting up validation programs such as the Plugtests events and manages and maintains the overall ETSI Testing Methodology, jointly with ETSI TC MTS, to guide and support the ETSI technical committees in writing high-quality test specifications. This testing methodology is supported by additional technologies that enable the standardisation of test artifacts: the test description language TDL and the test execution language TTCN-3, both developed and maintained by MTS.
Base standards, as it stands today, are provided as PDF documents because they have been written in the years before the trend towards digitalisation and smart standards took off and they need to be maintained still today. Hence, there is a need to establish a sound and reliable process to identify and extract requirements in base standards and transform them further to artifacts used in testing, such as test purpose specifications, from which detailed test descriptions that are the base for executable tests are derived.
The current practice of publishing ETSI Technical Specifications (TS) on testing is a lengthy, resource-intensive, and potentially error-prone process. Entire test specifications are created manually from their base standards. Because the expected output of the TS is ultimately a document (PDF), the test specification process is not entirely formal and allows for ambiguities or faulty content to be published. Due to the high complexity of the communication systems being designed and described in the base standards, the chances for introducing faults in test specifications is substantial.
Moreover, TSs on test specifications are frequently published several years after their base standards were put into force and may have limited coverage of the standardised technology due to time and resource constraints. This practice hinders the uptake of new technologies by ETSI’s member organisations and other stakeholders and delays the release of products using these technologies because companies need to invest in their own tests until the standardised tests become available. This is especially critical for SMEs with more constrained resources trying to enter the market, thus disproportionately favouring larger and more established enterprises, contradicting the Single Market Objectives. As another negative side effect, the interoperability of products from different companies is also impaired when standardised tests are not available in a timely manner.
Another aspect of current standardisation practices is that most published standards today are revisions of older versions. For example, 3GPP has published 2969 deliverables so far in the running year 2024, of which only 78 are first publications of new deliverables. In other words, 97.4% of all deliverables are revisions[footnoteRef:3] of existing deliverables. This high number of revisions pushes the current standards-making process which consists of sequential steps of standards drafting to its limits. Instead, an agile approach is required which shortens the drafting time and ensures an equal or even better quality of the delivered standards and a timely provision of corresponding standardised test artifacts. [3:  ETSI: Production of ETSI deliverables from January to September 2024] 

A recent trend that is recognisable at all major Standards Development Organisations is towards smart standards which refers to the digital transformation of traditional, document-centric standards to standards with machine-readable, executable, and interpretable content.[footnoteRef:4] This transformation makes standards more accessible, usable, and integrated into modern technological ecosystems. It also enables an agile approach of the standards-making process. The IEC and the ISO are at the forefront of this initiative and ETSI is taking up speed in this direction as well. [4:  https://www.iec.ch/basecamp/smart-standards-market-and-industry-perspective] 

Objectives: Supporting the trend towards smart standards, this project attempts to derive machine-readable and machine-executable test specifications, more precisely specifications of test purposes and test descriptions, from base standards that capture the design of a communicating system. These test specifications become the major content of standardised ETSI Technical Specifications.
Since ETSI base standards are currently only available as ordinary documents (in PDF format), the project applies AI technologies to identify and extract the requirements from them. Using test generation methods, these requirements are transformed to test purposes and test descriptions which form the starting point, from which executable tests are finally implemented. The entire process is guided by a new version of the ETSI testing methodology that is adjusted to smart standards.
Requirement identification and extraction are currently manual and resource-intensive activities. Recent advances in AI enable these steps to be performed semi-automatically under expert supervision. The project therefore develops open-source tools based on Generative AI platforms, including OpenAI’s ChatGPT and open-source variants, to streamline and formalise this process.
Transitioning the standards-making process towards smart standards requires a stepwise and controlled approach. Building on the competencies of ETSI CTI and TC MTS, the project focuses on Technical Specifications on testing and establishes a new ETSI testing methodology enabling the creation and maintenance of rigorous test specifications with higher efficiency, improved coverage, fewer ambiguities, and fewer faults.
SAITEMS delivers an integrated approach consisting of an updated ETSI testing methodology, supporting guidelines, and tooling to streamline standardised test development. The results are expected to be adopted by ETSI Technical Committees and Industry Specification Groups, as well as ETSI Partnership Projects such as 3GPP and oneM2M. The project constitutes the first step towards smart standards at ETSI, focusing initially on test artifacts to accelerate their publication and enable a broader transition.
Objective 1: Develop a new ETSI testing methodology that is fit for smart standards. SAITEMS will define and validate an updated ETSI testing methodology that supports machine-readable, executable, and interpretable test artifacts and introduces agile, iterative feedback loops.
· Indicator: Published ETSI testing methodology document.
· Baseline: Existing methodology (ETSI TR 102 840, document-centric).
· Target: New methodology approved and applied in project pilots by end of project.
Objective 2: Develop AI-assisted tooling to support semi-automatic requirement extraction and test artifact generation. SAITEMS will develop open-source tools enabling the identification and extraction of requirements from ETSI base standards and their transformation into Test Objectives, Test Purposes, and Test Descriptions.
· Indicator: Operational open-source prototype tool platform.
· Baseline: No AI-assisted tooling in ETSI testing workflow.
· Target: Prototype supporting at least one complete end-to-end test specification workflow.
Objective 3: Apply and evaluate the methodology and tooling using representative ETSI base standards. The entire approach will be evaluated and incrementally improved through practical application, ensuring traceability, consistency, and reduced manual effort.
· Indicator: Number of evaluated base standards and generated test artifacts.
· Baseline: No AI-assisted test specifications.
· Target: Evaluation on a defined set of representative ETSI base standards within project duration.
Objective 4: Provide guidance and recommendations to support adoption and continuation. SAITEMS will deliver a user guide for applying the methodology and tools, together with recommendations on ETSI base standards that are suitable for transformation towards smart standards.
· Indicator: Published user guide and recommendation document.
· Baseline: No guidance for smart test specification.
· Target: User guide and recommendations publicly available by project completion.
Overall, project is considered the first step towards smart standards at ETSI, focusing initially on test artifacts to accelerate their publication and to prepare the ground for a broader transition towards smart standards beyond the project duration.


#§PRJ-OBJ-PO§# #@COM-PLE-CP@#
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	Complementarity with other actions and innovation

	The ETSI testing methodology that is in current use has proven its efficiency over the years and is adopted by most of the ETSI Technical Groups, covering Technical Committees and Industry Standardisation Groups, when developing test specifications for different domains and technologies, like transport systems, 5G, edge and cloud computing, IoT, etc. It is worth indicating that important Standards Development Organisations worldwide like 3GPP, oneM2M, OMA, and even Certification Bodies like the Global Certification Forum are also following the ETSI testing methodology, standardized by TC MTS. Therefore, one can expect a large impact to many groups when the testing methodology is updated and renewed.
Based on the positive experiences from the application of the current testing methodology, the project will leverage the results from these experiences for building a new innovative testing methodology that aims at the transition to smart standards and an agile standard developing process. 
Supporting the transition from document-centric standards to smart standards, the project deploys recent AI tools and technologies to bridge the gap between these different ways of working.
It is noteworthy that at European level, the standards defining organisation CEN started its own initiative for smart standards[footnoteRef:5] which goes along the initiative of the IEC mentioned earlier (see Section 2.2). The initiative is focusing on streamlining the standards authoring process and collaboration (Online Standards Development (OSD)), as well as adopting a machine-readable representation for standards (SMART). The project’s outcome of a new ETSI testing methodology will be one additional aspect of smart standards that covers the specific needs of ETSI for handling test specifications. This project therefore complements other work on smart standards and can provide additional feedback. Future activities may focus on direct integration as methodologies and tools evolve. [5:  https://experts.cen.eu/key-initiatives/smart-standards] 

The ETSI methodology has been applied in research and innovation activities, such as the Horizon 2020 IoTAC project (No. 952684), where it supported the specification of test objectives and test purposes. Building on these experiences, the project will continue and extend cooperation with research initiatives, for example, through projects like the ITEA Genius[footnoteRef:6] and DOSS[footnoteRef:7] projects, to ensure continuous methodological validation, alignment with technological advances, and mutual reinforcement between standardisation and research communities. [6:  https://itea4.org/project/genius.html]  [7:  https://dossproject.eu/ ] 



#§COM-PLE-CP§# #§REL-EVA-RE§# #@QUA-LIT-QL@# #@CON-MET-CM@#
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	Concept and methodology 

	As-Is (Current situation and challenges). Today’s ETSI standardised testing process is largely based on textual, document-centric test specifications derived manually from base standards. While this approach has ensured high technical quality over time, it presents clear limitations in the context of Europe’s digital transformation. Test specifications expressed in natural language are difficult to automate, costly to maintain, and prone to ambiguities and inconsistencies when standards evolve. As a result, the development of conformance tests is time-consuming, their reuse is limited, and their integration into automated development and certification pipelines remains challenging for industry, in particular for SMEs.
To-Be (Target state). The project targets a future state in which ETSI test specifications are smart by design: structured, machine-readable and, where appropriate, machine-executable, while remaining fully aligned with ETSI’s governance, consensus processes and quality principles. In this To-Be state, requirements expressed in base standards are systematically transformed into traceable test objectives, test descriptions and executable test cases, enabling higher levels of automation, consistency and reuse across the standardisation and conformity assessment lifecycle.
Approach and transformation logic. To bridge the gap between the As-Is and the To-Be states, the project adopts a stepwise, transformation-oriented approach anchored in the smart standards paradigm. Rather than introducing a disruptive change, the project focuses on test specifications as a high-impact entry point and progressively evolves existing ETSI testing practices towards machine-readable and executable artifacts. 
The approach deliberately builds on established ETSI testing frameworks and languages (ISO/IEC 9646 principles, ETSI TDL and TTCN-3), while introducing AI-assisted, human-in-the-loop enhancements to improve efficiency and scalability. The transformation is implemented incrementally: piloting the approach on selected standards, validating results with ETSI Technical Committee MTS, refining methods based on feedback, and scaling up once feasibility and quality are demonstrated.
This approach is particularly suitable for achieving the project objectives because it balances innovation and feasibility. It reduces technical and organisational risk by leveraging proven methodologies, ensures acceptance by the ETSI community through continuous involvement of TC MTS, and enables measurable progress towards smart standards without disrupting existing standardisation workflows.
Project Methodology. The project methodology operationalises the above approach through an iterative, agile and quality-driven process that covers the full lifecycle of standardised test development, as illustrated in Figure 1. At its core, the methodology follows a stepwise refinement chain: (1) Identification and structuring of requirements from existing base standards; (2) Derivation of Test Objectives and Test Descriptions in a formal, machine-readable manner using ETSI Test Description Language (TDL); and (3) Validation, feedback and refinement, ensuring full traceability back to the source standards. This refinement chain ensures a clear and auditable link between the As-Is textual standards and the To-Be smart test artifacts, enforcing requirements traceability, consistency and completeness at every step.
[image: ]Figure 1: SAITEMS Framework for Smart Test Specification Development
To improve efficiency while preserving trustworthiness, the methodology integrates AI-assisted, human-in-the-loop processes. AI-based natural language processing techniques are used to support tasks such as identifying candidate requirements, classifying normative statements and suggesting initial test artifacts. These outputs are always subject to expert review and validation, ensuring alignment with ETSI drafting rules, domain knowledge and standardisation intent. This combination allows the project to benefit from AI-driven productivity gains without compromising quality or accountability.
The methodology is executed through iterative development cycles with milestone-based reviews. In each iteration, test models and artifacts are developed, reviewed, validated and improved based on structured feedback from experts and ETSI TC MTS. This agile execution model enables early detection of issues, continuous improvement, and controlled convergence towards the To-Be state.
Quality assurance is embedded throughout the methodology. All artifacts undergo multi-layer validation, including internal peer reviews, model reviews in line with ETSI TR 102 840, and external validation through ETSI TC MTS and relevant working groups. A Requirements Traceability Matrix is maintained to support monitoring, evaluation and long-term maintainability of results. Risks related to AI performance, modelling complexity or schedule are continuously assessed and mitigated as part of each iteration (see Section 2.7).
The proposed methodology directly addresses the shortcomings of the As-Is state while providing a controlled, standards-compliant path to the To-Be vision. It combines the reliability of ETSI’s established testing methodology with modern, AI-enabled techniques, ensuring higher efficiency, improved quality and faster availability of test specifications. Its iterative, human-centred design makes it robust, scalable and acceptable to the standardisation community, thereby maximising the likelihood that project results will be adopted and sustained beyond the project lifetime.
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	Consortium cooperation and division of roles (if applicable)

	Not Applicable for ETSI
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	Project teams and staff 
Describe the project teams and how they will work together to implement the project.
List the staff included in the project budget (budget category A) by function/profile (e.g. project manager, senior expert/advisor/researcher, junior expert/advisor/researcher, trainers/teachers, technical personnel, administrative personnel etc. — use the same profiles as in the detailed budget table, if any) and describe briefly their tasks. Provide CVs of all key actors (if required).

	Name and function
	Organisation
	Role/tasks/professional profile and expertise 

	Léa Belloulou
Director of Funded Activities
	ETSI
	Director of ETSI funded Projects planning and control 
· Management of Funded Activities Team 
· Management of the project costs and funding  
· Responsible for the Reporting to ETSI Management and EC/EFTA.  
· Management of audit processes on Funded projects  
· Management of contractual aspects   
· Monitoring of the administrative and financial tasks of the projects  
· Validation of milestones, payments   

	Sofiane Haris
Project Manager
	ETSI
	Project Manager of ETSI funded Projects planning and control
· Management of the project costs and funding
· Monitoring of the administrative and financial tasks of the projects
· Provide support to Milestones follow-up
· Consolidate and provide administrative and financial data to EISMEA and EFTA

	Emmanuelle Chaulot-Talmon
Standardisation Support Professional 
	ETSI
	ETSI Standardisation Support Professional for the Technical Committee TC MTS
· Act as prime ETSI Secretariat contact for the standardization activity.  
· Supervise the operation of the standardization activity under the relevant Directives, monitor progress of work programme. 
· Advise the group on the application of the relevant directives, drafting rules, and common best practice.  
· Ensure that deliverables are fit for purpose, and in line with the relevant directives, drafting rules and quality recommendations, and accompany them through the drafting and publication phases. 
· Act as secretary where appropriate, provide official reports of the group's meetings, highlighting actions and decisions. 
· Ensure that decisions, actions, approval of new work items and deliverables are properly recorded and communicated within the Secretariat. 
· Monitor activities of other relevant groups, both inside and outside of ETSI and advise of relevant activities as required. 
· Take appropriate actions to develop and maintain personal expertise in the relevant technical areas, and associated regulatory and market affairs.

	Marija Jankovic
TC MTS Chair
	ETSI TC MTS Chair
	TC MTS Chair
TC MTS will work in collaboration with the selected experts, monitor progress and give technical directions for the deliverables
· Highlighting deliverables of the TC and related standardization groups to the group of Experts
· Notify the experts with the ongoing work

	Taras Holoyad
TC MTS Vice-Chair
	ETSI TC MTS Vice-Chair
	TC MTS Vice-Chair
· Support TC MTS Chair

	Jürgen Großmann
TC MTS AI Chair
	TC MTS AI Chair
	TC MTS AI Chair
· Support TC MTS Chair



	Outside resources (subcontracting, seconded staff, etc)  

	
According to ETSI Technical working procedure on the selection of the service providers, ETSI will issue a call for expertise to get the necessary skills and resources as described below. 
The selection panel will comprise ETSI Secretariat (Director of Funded Activities, ETSI Technical Officers), and the Chairs of the involved standard groups (i.e. ETSI TC MTS Chair, ETSI TC MTS Vice-Chairs). They will review the potential candidates and select those who best meet the work plan, including the assignment of the project leader.
The review of the applicant will be based on multiple criteria such as technical competencies, skills, working experience, proposed contribution to tasks & related costs, the explanation of the parts of the tasks and the scope that the service provider will cover, the way to achieve the objectives in this Project and proposed approach/methodology for the execution of the tasks, the approach to the management of the quality, the approach to the management of the risks and their mitigation, the implementation schedule, etc. When required interviews will be performed with applicants.
ETSI Secretariat will ensure during implementation that there is no duplication of efforts with any other EU Grant, thus avoiding any issue with double funding. 
A project manager will be appointed from one of the Service Providers and will be responsible for coordinating the execution of the tasks assigned to the individual Service Providers, according to the project requirements and following the technical direction given by ETSI TC MTS. 
The project Manager will possess project management experience, report-writing skills, experience of consensus building, presentations skills, experience of working in an international environment, and in liaising with other international organisations. He will have established relationships with initiatives relevant to the project.
It is expected that 5 to 6 experts will allow to adequately provide the relevant expertise to achieve the project objectives. The following expertise will be required:
· Standardisation Project Management Expert provides project coordination, planning, and reporting in the context of international and European standardisation activities.
· Stakeholder Engagement & Consensus Building Expert leads networking, coordination, and consensus-building activities with ETSI bodies and relevant external initiatives.
· Dissemination & Communication Expert plans and executes dissemination and communication actions to maximise organisational visibility, stakeholder uptake, and project impact.
· Requirements Engineering & Traceability Expert leads structured extraction, classification, and traceability of normative requirements across the testing lifecycle.
· Testing Methodology & Model-Based Testing Expert ensures methodological soundness of test artefacts and their alignment with ETSI testing and modelling practices (e.g. TDL).
· Test Specification Expert / Test Execution Expert advises on feasibility toward executable test artefacts and integration with ETSI test execution environments and toolchains.
· AI / NLP & Automation Expert designs and validates AI-assisted pipelines for requirement extraction and automated derivation of testing artefacts with human-in-the-loop control.
The selection process of the experts is described in the picture below:
[image: C:\Users\kozubal\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\CCC5FF89.tmp]

To ensure a transparent, balanced and robust selection process, candidates will be qualitatively assessed against the following criteria, ensuring adequate coverage of key competencies across the selected experts:
· Criterion 1: Core Technical / Domain Expertise: Demonstrated expertise in the core technical or thematic domain of the project, including knowledge of relevant frameworks, methodologies or standards. 
· Criterion 2: Cross-domain Integration: Ability to work across systems, disciplines, or sectors, including experience with integration approaches, data exchange, or alignment between heterogeneous frameworks. 
· Criterion 3: Stakeholder Engagement and Collaboration: Experience in facilitating collaboration among diverse stakeholders, managing feedback, and contributing to consensus-building processes in multi-actor environments. 
· Criterion 4: Institutional / Program Alignment: Familiarity with relevant policy frameworks, regulatory environments, or program-level initiatives (e.g., European, national, or sectoral). 
Using the ETSI-defined call for expertise and contractor selection process outlined above, the selected experts will begin the project with the preparatory meeting at the end of the second month of the project (M2).
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	Consortium management and decision-making (if applicable)

	Not applicable for ETSI
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	Project management, quality assurance and monitoring and evaluation strategy

	ETSI will perform this work by the creation of an ETSI Specialist Task Force (STF), reporting the milestones to the ETSI MTS Technical Committee (TC MTS), according to the planned TC meetings and additional dates agreed by the TC officials. TC MTS will lead an active role in technical guidance and contributing to this work.
· An STF Steering Committee (STF-SC) will be set up by TC MTS to guide the STF, verifying the progresses in periodic meetings and guiding the STF (see section 4.2).
· TC MTS Chair and Vice-Chairs,
· ETSI Secretariat Support Officer and EC/ETFA Relations Manager,
· STF Leader (when selected),
· European Commission (ETSI Counsellor) representative (from DG GROW and DG CONNECT),
· Stakeholder identified by CEN/CENELEC,
· Other interested stakeholders as identified below.
· The STF will report regularly to the STF-SC and at TC MTS meetings to consult on the latest advances.
· The STF leader will organise periodic internal meetings of the STF to share and review the latest content produced.
· The technical content of each of the provided deliverables will be evaluated by ETSI TC MTS at regular and ad-hoc meetings and reported a minimum of 2 times in the ETSI TC MTS mailing list/meeting collecting comments and suggestions, possibly using the remote consensus ETSI Portal tool. The TC MTS approval will take place preferably at the meetings of TC MTS (Remote or F2F).
· The STF will organise reviews of its draft documents by the stakeholders described in section 4.2, in addition to the TC MTS members.
From previous projects in ETSI, a formal internal review process has proven to be the most effective way to ensure a high-quality orientation throughout the project. The main instrument will be the peer-review by at least two technical experts from within the project, the formal check of the deliverables by the ETSI secretariat and a final check by the Coordinator and WP1 leader. In the initial phase, the STF Leader will ensure a harmonised peer-review process, i.e., evaluation against defined scientific criteria and quality standards. Reviewers should select exactly one rating (Definitely / Satisfactorily / Somewhat / Not at all / Not applicable) for each of the criteria below:
· Deliverable matches the expected requirements
· Objectives are clear and in line with the planned activities?
· Issues at project level are properly treated?
· Author responds to readers’ needs?
· Technical approaches used are appropriate?
· Content is well organised?
· Issues raised are relevant?
· Contents contribute to the state of the art?
· Conclusions (if any) are valid?
· Deliverable is complete (no major parts missing)?
· Deliverable is formally correct.
To ensure alignment with ongoing smart standards activities beyond ETSI, the project will establish a systematic cooperation with relevant external standardisation bodies and initiatives, in particular ISO/IEC, CEN/CENELEC, ITU-T, and ETSI partner ecosystems such as 3GPP and oneM2M, where relevant to the scope of automated testing and smart standards. This cooperation will make use of existing ETSI liaison relationships and established cooperation channels, complemented by the expert networks of ETSI TC MTS and the ETSI Secretariat, and will be implemented through:
· regular screening of relevant external smart standards and digital standardisation activities;
· targeted exchanges with identified contact points at key project stages;
· sharing of intermediate results and draft concepts for feedback, where appropriate;
· participation in selected workshops, technical meetings, or dissemination events to present results and collect input; and
· systematic consideration of external feedback in the refinement of the methodology, tooling, and recommendations.
In practical terms, external cooperation will focus on topics of direct relevance to the project, such as machine-readable standards content, digital artefact formats, traceability approaches, and governance aspects for smart standards. The objective is not to duplicate parallel initiatives, but to ensure compatibility and complementarity between SAITEMS and other ongoing standardisation efforts.
Responsibility for coordinating this cooperation will lie with the STF Leader, in close collaboration with ETSI TC MTS leadership and the ETSI Secretariat. Relevant interactions, feedback received, and follow-up actions will be reported to the STF Steering Committee and reflected in the project deliverables where appropriate, in particular in the methodology document, the experience report, and the recommendations on smart standards.
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	Cost effectiveness and financial management

	ETSI Secretariat doesn’t have technical experts as staff thus all the EC/EFTA funded projects are subcontracted.
For reasons linked to French social Regulations and to avoid a risk of subordinate relationship that could trigger negative consequences for ETSI, on advice of its lawyers, ETSI has abandoned the principle of a daily rate to contract its experts and ETSI works now under the principle of service contracts. The contractor is bound by delivering the agreed service for the price determined. It is the responsibility of the service provider to make available the necessary experts to deliver the expected service. The company contracted may allocate different experts of different seniority and expertise level, having each a different daily rate. 
Each subcontractor is allocated to specific tasks with an expected level of contribution. The financial resources allocated to the subcontractor are calculated on this principle.
At the start of the project, ETSI develops a baseline cost plan. It is calculated with the cost of the tasks and the scheduled progress of task at each milestone cut-off date. This baseline cost plan provides the costs at each milestone cut-off date.
The milestone payment schedule for each subcontractor is then calculated considering the baseline cost plan and the expected level of contribution. The milestone payment schedule is contractual.
The subcontractors’ payments are submitted to the validation of the project milestones. The TC and ETSI proceed to the validation of the milestone.
As the number of person days and the maximum daily rates are requested in the part 0 Introduction, of the EISMEA Call for Proposals, and taking into account the needed expertise, the maximum daily rate is assumed to be 650 EUR and is based on the market price.
The estimated effort for all work packages amount to approximatively 620 days of work spread out over a period of 24 months.
Travels are strongly reduced, as teleconferences will be the most common tool for organising technical meetings. Travels are accounted to allow for face-to-face participation in the ETSI Technical Committee and for coordination.
ETSI Secretariat ensures that neither the project as a whole nor any part of it have benefited from any other EU Grant thus avoiding any trouble with double funding.
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	Critical risks and risk management strategy 

	Risk No
	Description
	Work package No
	Proposed risk-mitigation measures

	1
	Personnel changes at ETSI
Likelihood: Low
Impact: Medium
	WP1
	Low likelihood of occurrence. ETSI sees few changes in its personnel. Already mitigated by sharing expertise and knowledge across the ETSI Secretariat, enabling other colleagues to step in to maintain the ETSI work.

	2
	Not enough technical experts can be identified or apply to the Call for Experts
Likelihood: Low
Impact: Medium
	WP1
	A communication to TC MTC should be done early in the process to inform the different expert of this technical proposal demand and will be confirmed as soon as EISMEA confirm it. At the same time a mailing to the experts involved in the previous STF would also be sent to inform them directly. If needed, the call for expertise could be extended.

	3
	Lack of consensus in the project team for a certain decision
Likelihood: Low
Impact: Medium
	WP1
	Most of the project team members (as hired in the ETSI process) should have the right expertise, having collaborated in previous projects. However, team conflicts will be mediated by the Steering Committee (SC). If the SC is unable to reach consensus, the disagreement will be referred to the ETSI project lead, who will take a decision.

	4
	Lack of the agreement on the contract issue
Likelihood: Medium
Impact: Medium
	WP1
	Case by case evaluation and ad-hoc measures. ETSI will consider any request coming from the contractors and will create specific solutions to meet their needs.

	5
	Unacceptable performance level of the technical experts
Likelihood: High
Impact: Medium
	WP1
	TC chair and ETSI secretariat will support the team to fulfil all the tasks. An expert can be dismissed and replaced if necessary. In addition, the STF will comprise several experts from different providers so remaining experts could take on the work left by the dismissed expert. If needed a new Call for expertise for the remaining task(s) will be opened (respecting ETSI’s selection process detailed in section 2.3 Outside Resources)

	6
	Technical complexity impacts the quality or timeliness of technical outputs
Likelihood: Medium
Impact: Medium
	WP2,WP3,WP4
	The work will follow an incremental and iterative approach, starting with a limited technical scope and progressively increasing complexity. Intermediate results will be regularly reviewed by domain experts to identify issues early. If technical difficulties arise, tasks will be re-prioritised or simplified to ensure timely delivery of core outputs, with optional features deferred if needed.

	6
	AI Tool Accuracy and Reliability in AI-assisted Requirement and Test Artefact Generation
Likelihood: Medium
Impact: Medium
	WP2, WP3
	All AI-assisted outputs will be reviewed and validated by domain experts prior to acceptance. AI tools will be applied incrementally, starting with a limited scope to assess reliability. If quality requirements are not met, affected tasks will be performed using manual or simplified automated approaches to ensure continuity of work and protection of deliverable quality.

	7
	Risk of Limited Stakeholder Engagement and Adoption of Project Results
Likelihood: Medium
Impact: Medium

	WP2, WP3

	Stakeholders will be actively involved from project start through regular interaction within TC MTS and related groups. Interim results and immediately usable artefacts will be shared early to collect feedback and encourage uptake. Targeted dissemination and outreach actions will be used to support awareness, acceptance, and adoption of project outcomes.

	8
	Traceability and Consistency Risk across Derived Artefacts
Likelihood: Medium
Impact: Medium

	WP2,WP3,WP4
	A clear traceability model will be defined and applied across all artefacts, with consistency checks performed at each iteration. Regular technical reviews will verify alignment between requirements and derived outputs. Automated traceability checks will be applied where feasible, with manual validation used to resolve ambiguities.
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	Impact and ambition 

	The outcome of this project, a validated AI-assisted Smart Test Development methodology and prototypes for applying it to standardised technologies is expected to impact the European Single Market in several ways:
· The developed ETSI testing methodology defines the basis for fully digital standards including test specifications, which will be less costly to develop and maintain.
· It enables a more agile lifecycle for standards from development to adoption, which benefits the Single Market, due to faster deployment of new standardised ICT technologies enabled by a more efficient delivery of the corresponding standardised test specifications, with better quality and coverage.
· The smart test artifacts developed using the methodology will be more quickly and easily accessible to all stakeholders due to the open-source framework. This will allow for more SMEs to be active in the standardized ICT area, as the resources required for standard-related activities are lowered, thus levelling the field for more open competition otherwise dominated by large enterprises as the only ones having the resources to perform extensive testing and conformity assessment. This outcome is in line with the Single Market objectives.
· The interoperability of products from different vendors is also improved and ensured in a more timely manner when standardised test specifications are made available in a faster and more agile manner.
· Smart test artifacts will provide options for more comprehensive validation of products and hence potentially extend and improve the available options on the marketplace.
If this action is not performed the opportunities to influence the digital standards definitions may be missed as well as business opportunities. Principles of the European Single Market may not be respected to the full extent, allowing incumbent large enterprises to further solidify their dominant positions in the marketplace and push out SMEs due to the inherent burden for testing and assessment.


[bookmark: _Toc27646787]#§IMP-ACT-IA§# #@COM-DIS-VIS-CDV@#
[bookmark: _Toc495508579][bookmark: _Toc232417208]3.2 Communication, dissemination and visibility
	Communication, dissemination and visibility of funding.

	The project will implement a comprehensive communication and dissemination strategy to ensure that its activities, outputs, and impact are widely visible and accessible to all relevant stakeholders. Dissemination is organised along two complementary directions: internal communication within ETSI and external communication towards the broader standardisation ecosystem, research communities, and the general public.
Within ETSI, the project results will be communicated through established channels, including presentations and progress reports to the relevant Technical Committees and Industry Specification Groups, in particular TC MTS and the ETSI Centre for Testing and Interoperability (CTI). Updates will also be shared via ETSI’s internal collaboration platforms and workshops to support early adoption of the new testing methodology and tooling. These activities will ensure that the methodology is taken up by ETSI groups working on test specifications across various domains, thereby maximising its practical impact.
Externally, the project will promote its outcomes to other Standards Development Organisations (SDOs), including 3GPP, oneM2M, ITU, ISO/IEC, and CEN, building on existing liaisons and cross-border cooperation. The project will contribute to conferences and events relevant to the standardisation and testing communities, such as the ETSI UCAAT, and will engage with research and innovation initiatives, for example through cooperation with projects like the ITEA Genius and DOSS projects. Publications and presentations will be used to highlight the methodological innovations, the open-source tools, and their role in supporting the transition to smart standards.
All open-source tools and accompanying documentation will be made publicly accessible, ensuring broad uptake beyond ETSI and removing barriers for SMEs and other stakeholders to benefit from the project outputs. Public-facing communication activities may include news items on the ETSI website, social media announcements, and short informational materials aimed at explaining the benefits of smart, AI-supported test development to a non-expert audience. These channels help raise awareness among SMEs, policymakers, and other stakeholders in the European digital ecosystem. Stakeholders, including SMEs, may be engaged at selected points during the project’s dissemination activities, for example, by contributing feedback or participating in pilot-related exchanges where relevant. The dissemination activities will seek to engage all stakeholders during the entire project. The members of TC MTS will be further facilitating the outreach to SMEs through their existing cooperations and collaborations. References to the EU support will be included in all dissemination outputs to underline the contribution of the Union to advancing digital standardisation and strengthening the Single Market. Regarding the status of technical documents produced by ETSI, whose content, formatting, acknowledgments, availability, and communication channels are governed by the ETSI Drafting Rules, their classification will be changed from public to sensitive.
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	Sustainability, long-term impact and continuation 

	The project creates lasting impact by integrating its results directly into ETSI’s standardisation processes. After the end of EU funding, the updated ETSI testing methodology, the related guidelines, and the open-source tooling will be maintained within ETSI’s established structures, in particular TC MTS and the ETSI Centre for Testing and Interoperability (CTI). These groups are already responsible for the current testing methodology and will ensure the continuation, consolidation, and further refinement of the project outcomes.
For ETSI, the transition toward smart, machine-readable and executable standards is a long-term strategic priority. The project provides the initial foundations for this transformation. Its results will continue to be used to support the drafting of standardised test artifacts, enabling more agile workflows, shorter development cycles, and improved consistency and coverage of test specifications. The open-source tools developed in the project will remain available to ETSI members and the wider public, facilitating reuse, community-driven enhancements, and uptake by SMEs.
To sustain the impact beyond the project duration, the following actions are foreseen:
· Integration of the new methodology into the regular work programmes of ETSI Technical Committees and Industry Specification Groups.
· Maintenance and evolution of the tooling platform, including updates to AI components and test-generation workflows.
· Continued training and dissemination activities within ETSI to support adoption among technical groups.
· Alignment with ongoing smart standards initiatives at IEC, ISO/IEC, and CEN.
The necessary resources for maintaining the methodology and the tools are expected to be covered by ETSI’s internal processes and contributions from the involved technical groups. The open-source nature of the tools will also encourage external contributions, ensuring sustained improvement.
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	Work plan

	As illustrated in Figure 2, the action is implemented over 24 months (M1–M24) and is organised into four work packages.
· WP1 (“Project Management and Coordination”, M1–M24) runs throughout the project to ensure effective planning, monitoring and control, including project setup, scheduling and coordination with ETSI governance bodies, progress tracking against milestones and deliverables, risk and quality management, and timely reporting.
The technical work is carried out through two closely coupled work packages that operate in iterative cycles. 
· WP2 (“Requirements Extraction and Test Artifact Derivation Tools and Methods”, M3–M24) establishes the technical basis for smart test development by developing AI-assisted methods for requirements extraction and classification, feature identification and Test Suite Structure (TSS) derivation, and the derivation of Test Objectives, Test Purposes and Test Descriptions. WP2 also delivers a prototype platform and integrates the results into an agile-compatible smart test development methodology, progressively stabilising the tools and methods over the project duration.
· WP3 (“Application and Evaluation of Methodologies and Prototypes”, M3–M24) builds on WP2 by applying the developed methods and prototypes to selected ETSI case studies. WP3 defines evaluation criteria and validation methods, conducts evaluation and validation activities, and verifies the extracted requirements and derived test artefacts. The results provide evidence of applicability, robustness and usability and feed back into WP2 to refine the approach in subsequent iterations, while also producing recommendations to inform specification work overall.
· WP4 (“Dissemination and Exploitation within ETSI and Beyond”, M6–M24) ensures systematic dissemination and uptake of results, starting with the dissemination/exploitation plan and continuing with outreach to ETSI stakeholders and external audiences through to project end.

Note: The deliverables are technical outputs developed in accordance with mandatory ETSI Directives governing content, format and acknowledgements. They are publicly available through ETSI’s open‑access publication system; however, their publication is carried out under ETSI’s established processes. On this basis, a classification of Sensitive is applied to reflect these governance constraints. This classification does not restrict public access or dissemination and ensures compliance with ETSI requirements while remaining consistent with the Grant Agreement.

[image: ]
Figure : Work breakdown structure of the project
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[bookmark: _Toc232417213]Work Package 1
	Work Package 1: Project management and coordination

	Duration:
	M1 – M24 
	Lead Beneficiary:
	ETSI 

	Objectives

	· Effective management and coordination of the project, ensuring smooth alignment across all work packages and tasks, and fostering collaboration with key stakeholders, including ETSI, TC MTS, and partner projects. 
· Oversight of essential project activities, including strategic planning, financial and technical progress reporting, and inter-organizational coordination under the guidance of a Steering Committee comprising selected members from ETSI and TC MTS. 
· Timely preparation and delivery of technical reports and presentations to the European Commission (EC) and other stakeholders.

	Activities and division of work (WP description)

	Task No
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Task Name
	Description
(Please indicate the number of days estimated by task at the end of the description)
	Participants 
	In-kind Contributions and Subcontracting
(Yes/No and which)


	
	
	
	Name
	Role
(COO, BEN, AE, AP, OTHER)
	

	T1.1
	Project Setup
	ETSI Secretariat will arrange a call for experts. The Chair and the Vice-Chairs of the involved standards group, i.e. ETSI TC MTS will review the potential candidates and select the best suited ones to meet the needs of the workplan, including the assignment of the project leader. The ETSI Secretariat will make arrangements for project members (service contracts, etc.). The TC MTS leadership will check that the objectives of all WPs are clearly covered by the participants.
The overall number of days estimated is 
0 (in-kind contribution)
	ETSI,
 TC MTS Chair
	COO
	ETSI, In-kind

	T1.2
	Project Management
	Ensure that the timescales of the project deliverables are met, assess and mitigate risks, define and implement quality assurance plan, provide progress reports. 
The overall management of the project will be under the responsibility of the project leader. The project leader will ensure effective coordination among the different tasks, working in close collaboration with the different task leaders and supervising them if needed, but also with the ETSI TC MTS representatives, and setting up meetings with project members and other stakeholders.
The overall project management consists in:
· Planning the work of the project members, ensuring that the timescales of the project deliverables are met
· Provide deliverable drafts well in advance to milestones to allow for reviews and feedback
· Organising meetings to discuss the drafts, recording any major issues and resolutions of issues.
· Reporting to TC MTS on the progress of work 
· Assess risks and propose mitigation and corrective actions
· Representing, or arranging for other project members to represent the project results at other external meetings as appropriate
· Providing the project Reports to the ETSI Secretariat: The Progress Report (to be submitted to EISMEA in M12 and M24) and the Final Report (to be submitted to EISMEA at the end of the project at M24).

The overall number of days estimated is 50
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	Milestones and deliverables (outputs/outcomes)

	Milestone No
(continuous numbering not linked to WP)
	Milestone Name
	Work Package No
	Lead Beneficiary

	Description
	Due Date
(month number)
	Means of Verification

	MS1
	All activities started
	1
	ETSI
	All activities have started following the selection of experts, project is set up, STF is ready to go.
	M2
	Minutes of STF-TC Kick-off meeting.
Contracts signed by ETSI and all STF members.


	MS2
	Initial test artifacts derivation
	1, 2, 3
	ETSI
	Platform and initial technical results for all test artifacts.
Early drafts for report on platform, methodology specification.
Early access to platform on request to interested parties.
Annual Progress Report with the achieved results approved by TC MTS and sent to EISMEA.
	M13
	Early drafts of D2.1 and D2.2 are available and validated.
Demonstration of the platform.
Review by TC MTS.
First Annual Report sent by ETSI Staff to EISMEA.

	MS3
	Reports, specifications, guidelines are available
	1,2, 3, 4
	ETSI
	Platform published.
Final drafts for reports, specifications, guidelines.
Final Report with the achieved results approved by TC MTS and sent to EISMEA
	M24
	D2.1, D2.2, D3.1, D3.2 and D3.3 published.
Dissemination report is available.
Platform is published and made available to stakeholders.
Second Annual Report sent by ETSI Staff to EISMEA.

	Deliverable No 
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Deliverable Name
	Work Package No
	Lead Beneficiary
	Type
	Dissemination Level
	Due Date
(month number)
	Description 
(including format and language)

	D1.1
	Annual Progress Report
	1
	ETSI
	R
	SEN — Sensitive 

	M13
	Annual Report, Year 1 (M13).
· The activities performed until month 12, the coordination work of the activities and the production of the expected deliverables anticipated in the work-plan.
· The latest drafts of the deliverables are available according to the time plan.
· Overview of ad-hoc meetings if necessary.
· The plan for the future activities to complete the deliverables and further expected (coordination) meetings.
· Quality intermediate report.
· Standard EISMEA reporting
· English





[bookmark: _Toc232417214]Work Package 2
	Work Package 2: Requirements extraction and Test Artifact Derivation Tools and Methods

	Duration:
	M3 – M24 
	Lead Beneficiary:
	ETSI 

	Objectives

	· Develop methods for the AI-assisted extraction, classification, and grouping of requirements from the technical content of base standards. 
· Define methods for the AI-assisted identification and extraction of feature lists, which includes:
· Grouping of extracted requirements from a base standard. 
· Creation of a Test Suite Structure (TSS) based on the feature lists.
· Define methods for the AI-assisted derivation of Test Objectives, Test Purposes, and Test Descriptions based on the extracted requirements, feature lists, and the base standard(s), which includes:
· Grouping the test artifacts according to the TSS. 
· Creation of the test artifacts created in a stepwise refinement manner, with full traceability, where the Test Objectives  are the starting point for the Test Purpose development and the Test Purposes are the basis for the Test Descriptions. 
· Usage of suitable notations, such as the standardised ETSI Test Description Language (TDL)[footnoteRef:8], as a unified foundation between the different levels of abstraction.  [8:  ETSI ES 203 119, Parts 1-9 Methods for Testing and Specification (MTS); The Test Description Language (TDL)] 

· Establish traceability between the base standards and all extracted and generated artifacts, represented in a suitable format such as the Requirements Interchange Format (ReqIF)[footnoteRef:9].  [9: Object Management Group (OMG), Requirements Interchange Format (ReqIF) Version 1.2 (July 2016),
https://www.omg.org/spec/ReqIF/About-ReqIF/ ] 

· Update and refine the existing ETSI methodology to incorporate a structured and AI-assisted process for creating smart test artifacts that improve consistency, reduce manual effort, and enable formalized testing processes. 
· Modernize the existing ETSI test specification methodology by integrating the developed methods and the concept of smart test artifacts based on the outcomes from the project into a fully digital, machine-executable framework. 
· Create a prototype for an integrated platform to support and validate the developed methods.

	Activities and division of work (WP description)

	Task No
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Task Name
	Description
(Please indicate the number of days estimated by task at the end of the description)
	Participants 
	In-kind Contributions and Subcontracting
(Yes/No and which)


	
	
	
	Name
	Role
(COO, BEN, AE, AP, OTHER)
	

	T2.1
	Identification, extraction, and classification of requirements
	Develop instructions and supporting materials for the AI-assisted automated identification and extraction of requirements.
Develop instructions and supporting materials for the AI-assisted classification and (hierarchical) organisation of requirements, across different categories (functional / non-functional, mandatory / optional / conditional, etc.).
The overall number of days estimated is
60
	ETSI

	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T2.2
	Identification of features and derivation of TSS
	Develop instructions and supporting materials for AI-assisted feature list extraction and TSS generation from derived requirements and base standards.
The overall number of days estimated is
20
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T2.3
	Derivation of Test Objectives, Test Purposes, and Test Descriptions
	Develop instructions and supporting materials for the AI-assisted derivation of Test Objectives from the extracted requirements, feature lists, and the base standard(s).
Develop instructions and supporting materials for the AI-assisted derivation of Test Purposes based on the Test Objectives, extracted requirements, feature lists, and the base standard(s). The techniques shall be suitable to at least generate complete or partial Initial Conditions and Expected Behaviour. Ideally a skeleton Test Purpose including all elements such as the Test Purpose identifiers, Test Objective reference and test execution criteria shall be provided.
Develop instructions and supporting materials for the AI-assisted derivation of Test Descriptions based on the Test Objectives, Test Purposes, as well as the extracted requirements, feature lists, and the base standard(s). The techniques shall support the manual and AI-assisted refinement by providing the relevant details with regard to the test components, interconnections, and data elements needed.
The overall number of days estimated is
120
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T2.4
	Creation of a digital platform for Smart Test Development
	Create a prototype platform for Smart Test Development - an integrated tool environment designed to enable the creation and use of smart test artifacts based on the project’s results. This platform will integrate AI-assisted methods and prototypes for requirement extraction and classification, as well as the derivation of test objectives, test purposes, and test descriptions. It will ensure consistency, traceability, and seamless transitions from Level 1 (Open Digital Format) to Level 2 (Machine-Readable Document). The platform will be made available as open-source software to encourage widespread adoption and collaboration.
The overall number of days estimated is
60
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T2.5
	Integration of methods into an agile-compatible methodology for Smart Test Development
	Adapt the current ETSI testing methodology for conformance and interoperability testing[footnoteRef:10] to align with principles of AI-assisted Smart Test Development and wide-spread agile practices based on the results from the project.  [10:  ETSI EG 202 568 V1.1.3 (2007-04) Methods for Testing and Specification (MTS); Internet Protocol Testing (IPT); Testing: Methodology and Framework
] 

Replace the traditional waterfall approach with a flexible, iterative structure and integrate a well-defined AI-assisted methodology for Smart Test Development that can evolve with technological advancements, supporting the transition to fully digital and automated test specifications. 
Define precise input and output artifacts for each phase of the test development lifecycle, ensuring consistency and traceability.
The overall number of days estimated is
60
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	Milestones and deliverables (outputs/outcomes)

	Milestone No
(continuous numbering not linked to WP)
	Milestone Name
	Work Package No
	Lead Beneficiary

	Description
	Due Date
(month number)
	Means of Verification

	MS4
	Initial requirements extraction and classification
	2, 3, 4
	ETSI
	Platform and initial technical results for requirements extraction and classification, feature lists, and TSS, dissemination plan are available.
Case studies and initial evaluation criteria are defined.

	M7
	Review by TC MTS.
Demonstration of the platform.
Approval of dissemination plan by TC MTS.

	MS5
	Final requirements extraction and classification.
	2, 3
	ETSI
	Platform and final technical results are available for requirements extraction and classification, feature lists, and TSS.
Early drafts for guidelines, reports on recommendations and case studies.
	M18
	Early drafts of D3.1, D3.2 and D3.3 are available. 
Demonstration of platform.
Reviewed by TC MTS.

	MS6
	Final test artifact derivation.
	2, 3
	ETSI
	Platform and final technical results for all test artifacts.
Stable drafts for reports, specifications, guidelines.
	M22
	Stable drafts of D2.1, D2.2, D3.1, D3.2 and D3.3 are available and reviewed by TC MTS. 
Demonstration of platform.
Reviewed by TC MTS.

	Deliverable No 
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Deliverable Name
	Work Package No
	Lead Beneficiary
	Type
	Dissemination Level
	Due Date
(month number)
	Description 
(including format and language)

	D2.1*
	Prototype platform for Smart Test Development
DTR/MTS-AI-007
	2
	ETSI
	R, DEM
	SEN –sensitive*
	M22
	ETSI TR ready to be published electronically in PDF and Word formats, in English
Provides an open-source prototype platform implementing the smart test development methodology, including AI-assisted requirement extraction, test artifact generation, and traceability support.

	D2.2*
	Methodology for the AI-assisted   Smart Test Development
DES/MTS-AI-006
	2
	ETSI
	R
	 SEN –sensitive*

	M24
	ETSI ES ready to be published electronically in PDF and Word formats, in English.
Defines the ETSI testing methodology for AI-assisted derivation of machine-readable test specifications, including processes, roles, artifacts, and integration of AI-based requirement extraction.


* Status of deliverables changed from Public to Sensitive. 
[bookmark: _Toc232417215]Work Package 3
	Work Package 3: Application and evaluation of methodologies and prototypes

	Duration:
	M3 – M24 
	Lead Beneficiary:
	ETSI 

	Objectives

	· Identify relevant use cases within ETSI, e.g. from MTS TST, NGAP or similar, using clearly defined requirements. 
· Define suitable evaluation criteria for the methods, tools, and outcomes.
· Apply the methods and prototypes developed in this project to evaluate and validate the quality and suitability of the derived artifacts across multiple iterations, to: 
· Ensure frequent and timely feedback for continuous improvement of the methods and tools.
· Identify and address challenges with ambiguities, inconsistencies, and dependencies in the base standards.
· Develop suitable methods for the validation of the extracted requirements and derived artifacts.
· Provide guidelines for the application of the methods and tools.
· Outline a roadmap to transition ETSI test specifications from document-based formats (Level 1) to machine-readable content (Level 2), as introduced in the ISO/IEC utility model[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  Smart Standards - from a market and industry perspective, IEC 2023] 

· While the primary focus is on achieving Level 2, the methodology will be designed to be sufficiently generic and flexible to support the integration and future use of Level 3 (machine-readable and executable content) and Level 4 (machine-interpretable content) standards, ensuring scalability, adaptability, and usability across diverse technological ecosystems.

	Activities and division of work (WP description)

	Task No
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Task Name
	Description
(Please indicate the number of days estimated by task at the end of the description)
	Participants 
	In-kind Contributions and Subcontracting
(Yes/No and which)


	
	
	
	Name
	Role
(COO, BEN, AE, AP, OTHER)
	

	T3.1
	Identification of suitable case studies and evaluation criteria
	Identify and select suitable case studies from ETSI to apply and evaluate the methods and prototypes being developed in this project. The identification process will be based on clearly defined requirements to make sure that the best suited case studies are selected for application and evaluation. 
Define quality and efficiency criteria for methods, tools, and generated test artifacts, building on existing criteria (where available). The need for human intervention shall be highlighted where appropriate. 
The overall number of days estimated is
30
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T3.2
	Application and evaluation of methods and prototypes
	Apply the methods and prototypes developed in each iteration to the selected case studies. 
Gather feedback with respect to the evaluation criteria to support the refinement of the methods and prototypes in the subsequent iteration.
Summarise the findings from the application and evaluation with regard to the suitability and benefits of the developed methods and prototypes for ETSI and beyond, as well as their potential limitations. 
The overall number of days estimated is
40
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T3.3
	Validation of the extracted requirements and the derived test artifacts
	Develop methods for checking the correctness and coverage of the identified requirements, their classification, and the relationships among them.
Develop methods for the validation of the feature lists and TSS.
Develop methods for checking the correctness, coverage, and quality of the derived test artifacts. 
The overall number of days estimated is
70
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T3.4
	User guide preparation for the Smart Test Development methodology and the supporting platform
	Provide guidelines for the effective and efficient application of the developed methodology and tooling.
The overall number of days estimated is
30
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T3.5
	Collection of recommendations for smart standards
	Provide feedback on problems with the base standards and recommendations on future methodologies to prevent problems and make base standards better suited for AI-assisted processing.
Conduct a comprehensive assessment of the current document-based test specification process to identify the steps required for transitioning to smart standards. 
Provide a follow-up strategy to support the adoption of the methods and prototypes within ETSI and beyond, starting with smart base standards that will enable the formalization and digital transformation of test specifications into smart test artifacts. These recommendations will focus on supporting machine-readability (Level 2) and ensuring alignment with broader smart standards initiatives.
The overall number of days estimated is
50
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	Milestones and deliverables (outputs/outcomes)

	Milestone No
(continuous numbering not linked to WP)
	Milestone Name
	Work Package No
	Lead Beneficiary

	Description
	Due Date
(month number)
	Means of Verification

	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2

	Deliverable No 
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Deliverable Name
	Work Package No
	Lead Beneficiary
	Type
	Dissemination Level
	Due Date
(month number)
	Description 
(including format and language)

	D3.1*
	Experience Report form the Case Studies for AI-assisted Smart Test Development
DTR/MTS-AI-0010
	3
	ETSI
	R
	 SEN- sensitive
	M22
	ETSI TR ready to be published electronically in PDF and Word formats, in English.
Provides and collect experiences made by applying and validating the Methodology for AI-assisted Smart Test Development.

	D3.2*
	User guide for the Smart Test Development methodology and platform
DEG/MTS-AI-008
	3
	ETSI
	R
	 SEN- sensitive
	M24
	ETSI EG ready to be published electronically in PDF and Word formats, in English.
Documents practical guidance, workflows, and best practices for applying the smart test development methodology and using the supporting platform, targeting standardisation and testing experts

	D3.3*
	Recommendations on smart standards supporting the Smart Test Development methodology
DTR/MTS-AI-009
	3
	ETSI
	R
	SEN- sensitive
	M24
	ETSI TR ready to be published electronically in PDF and Word formats, in English.
Provides recommendations on ETSI base standards and drafting practices to support smart standards and the application of the Smart Test Development methodology, based on project findings


* Status of deliverables changed from Public to Sensitive. 


[bookmark: _Toc232417216]Work Package 4
	Work Package 4: Dissemination and exploitation within ETSI and beyond

	Duration:
	M6 – M24 
	Lead Beneficiary:
	ETSI 

	Objectives

	· Ensure the methodology and prototypes are available and visible to other Technical Committees (TCs) within ETSI and to other stakeholders beyond ETSI. 
· Provide early online access to the developed prototypes and the drafts for the deliverables. 
· Prepare webinars, presentations, flyers, poster, and other supporting materials. 
· Present the progress and outcomes of the project at meetings and conferences at ETSI and beyond. 
· Provide support to other TCs adapting the testing methodology and prototypes through ETSI CTI and TC MTS.
· Gather external feedback from stakeholders and experts (especially from SMEs and other SDOs) to improve the methodologies and prototypes.

	Activities and division of work (WP description)

	Task No
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Task Name
	Description
(Please indicate the number of days estimated by task at the end of the description)
	Participants 
	In-kind Contributions and Subcontracting
(Yes/No and which)


	
	
	
	Name
	Role
(COO, BEN, AE, AP, OTHER)
	

	T4.1
	Exploitation within ETSI
	Identify strategic actions to transfer knowledge to ETSI CTI and other groups and engage with stakeholders within ETSI and beyond. 
Update websites and materials on testing methodology and supporting tooling. 
Implement selected strategic follow-up actions.
The overall number of days estimated is
10
	ETSI

	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	T4.2
	Dissemination
	Share findings from the project by means of presentations at ETSI and external conferences, meetings and events by other SDOs, webinars, and journal articles. Sharing early results during the project will help to gather external feedback to improve the methodologies and prototypes.
Support early adoption and pilots by stakeholders.
The overall number of days estimated is
20
	ETSI
	OTHER
	Yes, subcontracting

	Milestones and deliverables (outputs/outcomes)

	Milestone No
(continuous numbering not linked to WP)
	Milestone Name
	Work Package No
	Lead Beneficiary

	Description
	Due Date
(month number)
	Means of Verification

	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2
	See WP 1/ WP 2

	Deliverable No 
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Deliverable Name
	Work Package No
	Lead Beneficiary
	Type
	Dissemination Level
	Due Date
(month number)
	Description 
(including format and language)

	D4.1
	Exploitation and dissemination plan 
	4
	ETSI
	R
	P — Public
	M7
	Report on the planned dissemination activities, including targeted conferences, meetings, communities, needed materials, etc., can be in presentation format, in English.

	D4.2
	Report on the exploitation and dissemination of the methodology and prototypes.
	4
	ETSI
	R
	P — Public
	M24
	Report on the accomplished dissemination activities, their impact, including attendance, stakeholders, received feedback, recommendations for further activities, index of prepared dissemination materials. All dissemination materials provided as annex.



	Estimated budget — Resources 

	See TOTAL PROJECT COSTS table below.





[bookmark: _Toc232417217]Total Project costs
[bookmark: _Toc22838739][bookmark: _Toc495508575][image: A screenshot of a document

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

[bookmark: _Toc232417218]Subcontracting 
	Subcontracting 

	Work Package No
	Subcontract No
(continuous numbering linked to WP)
	Subcontract Name
(subcontracted action tasks)
	Description 
(including task number and  BEN/AE to which it is linked)
	Estimated Costs
(EUR)
	Justification
(why is subcontracting necessary?)
	Best-Value-for-Money
(how do you intend to ensure it?)

	1-4
	NA
	NA
	From T1.2 to T4.2
	418.000,00 €
	Expertise not available in ETSI Secretariat 
	Subcontractors are selected on a case-by-case basis in the context of an open call through a clearly defined process (typically one or more of the following, publication of the call through ETSI Collective letters (see section 2.3 above) to the membership, Technical Body mailing lists or explicit calls for tender).
Travel costs are included in the subcontracting cost.

	Other issues:
If subcontracting for the project goes beyond 30% of the total eligible costs, give specific reasons.
	Each subcontractor/expert is allocated to specific tasks with an expected level of contribution. The financial resources allocated to the subcontractor are calculated on this principle. For reasons linked to French social Regulations and to avoid a risk of subordinate relationship that could trigger negative consequences for ETSI, on advice of its lawyers, ETSI has abandoned the principle of a daily rate to contract its experts and ETSI works now under the principle of service contracts.

ETSI Secretariat (Funded Activities, Technical officers…) will ensure the project planning and controlling with the Technical Committee without charging the related costs to the project, as the EC funds ETSI through an Operating Grant, whereas subcontractors will perform the development and technical execution of the project.
ETSI Secretariat has no expert as staff thus all tasks are subcontracted. Besides the technical project management (WP1) will be handled by the selected subcontractor as Project Leader to ensure the technical tasks execution and quality by the other subcontractors.


[bookmark: _Toc232417219]Timetable
	
	ACTIVITY 
	MONTHS

	
	
	M 1
	M 2
	M 3
	M 4
	M 5
	M 6
	M 7
	M 8
	M 9
	M 10
	M 11
	M 12
	M 13
	M 14
	M 15
	M 16
	M 17
	M 18
	M 19
	M 20
	M 21
	M 22
	M 23
	M 24

	T1.1
	Project setup
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T1.2
	Project management
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T2.1
	Identification, extraction, and classification of requirements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T2.2
	Identification of features and derivation of TSS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T2.3
	Derivation of Test Objectives, Test Purposes, and Test Descriptions
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T2.4
	Creation of a digital platform for Smart Test Development
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T2.5
	Integration of methods into an agile-compatible methodology for Smart Test Development
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T3.1
	Identification of suitable case studies and evaluation criteria
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T3.2
	Application and evaluation of methods and prototypes
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T3.3
	Validation of the extracted requirements and the derived test artifacts
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T3.4
	User guide preparation for the Smart Test Development methodology and the supporting platform
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T3.5
	Collection of recommendations for smart standards
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T4.1
	Exploitation within ETSI
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	T4.2
	Dissemination
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	MS1
	
	
	
	MS4
	
	
	
	
	MS2
	
	
	
	MS5
	
	
	MS6
	MS3


#§WRK-PLA-WP§#                                                                                                                                                       

[bookmark: _Toc495508580]#@ETH-ICS-EI@#
[bookmark: _Toc232417220]5. OTHER
[bookmark: _Toc232417221]5.1 Ethics
	Ethics 

	Not applicable.


#§ETH-ICS-EI§# #@SEC-URI-SU@#                                                                                                                                      
[bookmark: _Toc232417222]5.2 Security
	Security 


	Not applicable.


#§SEC-URI-SU§# #@DEC-LAR-DL@#                                                                                                                                  
[bookmark: _Toc495508582][bookmark: _Toc232417223]6. DECLARATIONS 
	Double funding

	Information concerning other EU grants for this project 
[image: ] Please note that there is a strict prohibition of double funding from the EU budget (except under EU Synergies actions). 
	
YES/NO


	We confirm that to our best knowledge neither the project as a whole nor any parts of it have benefitted from any other EU grant (including EU funding managed by authorities in EU Member States or other funding bodies, e.g. EU Regional Funds, EU Agricultural Funds, etc). If NO, explain and provide details.
	YES

	We confirm that to our best knowledge neither the project as a whole nor any parts of it are (nor will be) submitted for any other EU grant (including EU funding managed by authorities in EU Member States or other funding bodies, e.g. EU Regional Funds, EU Agricultural Funds, etc). If NO, explain and provide details.
	YES



	Financial support to third parties (if applicable) 
If in your project the maximum amount per third party will be more than the threshold amount set in the Call document, justify and explain why the higher amount is necessary in order to fulfil your project’s objectives.

	Not applicable.


#§DEC-LAR-DL§#                                                                                                                                                                    


Annex I	Response to the Request for Proposals
CfE – STF 698 (REFERENCE BODY MTS AI)
Deadline: 02 October 2026
[bookmark: ETSI_MEMBER]
If you are an ETSI Member 

ETSI membership status (Indicate your status):
 Full
 Associate 
 Observer

If you are not an ETSI Member
Please indicate:

Full name of the ETSI member supporting the application (list of ETSI members on etsi.org):
-________________________	

Official contact name of the ETSI member supporting the application:
-________________________	

Note: A formal confirmation of the support from the Official contact is required (e.g. by e-mail sent to STFLINK@etsi.org) and an “ETSI Member Support Letter” will be required if you are selected.

	Contractor information 

	Contractor name :
Indicate the Company/Organisation Name
	· 

	

	Contact person for the technical aspects
	Contact person for Decision on ETSI financial offer to this project (if any)

	Title
	
	Title
	

	First name
	
	First name
	

	Last name 
	
	Last name 
	

	Role
	
	Role
	

	e-mail
	
	e-mail
	

	Phone
	
	Phone
	






	

	
	Yes
	No

	[bookmark: ProjectInInfo]Do you or any employee of your Company/Organisation hold an elected or appointed position in the Reference Body requesting the STF 698 creation?
	

☐

Indicate in which position:

-----------------------------------
	

☐

	
If you are self-employed candidate:
Do you currently have other contracts in progress with ETSI?
	☐	☐


1.1 Introduction

A short presentation of the technical structure responsible for this activity, e.g.:
· Business area, number of employees, link to WEB site,
· Department(s)/team(s)/experts in charge of the technical activities related to this Project,
· Reference to products/services of your Company/Organization or supporting Member to which the standards developed by this Project will apply,
· Motivation for your Company/Organisation or supporting Member to participate in this Project.

1.2 Proposed approach 

[bookmark: _Ref434825982]Proposed contribution to tasks & related cost
Identify the tasks to which your Company/Organisation is proposing to contribute by filling-in the table below:

	[bookmark: Table_Tasks_Proposal]Tasks No
	Tasks Description
	Max Budget Allocated (EUR)
	Amount in Euro (mandatory)
	% of whole Task (mandatory)

	00
	T1.1 Project set-up
	0.00
	
	

	01
	T1.2 Project Management 
	32 500.00
	
	

	02
	T2.1 Identification, Extraction and classification of requirements
	39 000.00
	
	

	03
	T2.2 Identification of features and derivation of TSS
	13 000.00
	
	

	04
	T2.3 Derivation of test objectives, Test purposes and test description
	78 000.00
	
	

	05
	T2.4 Creation of a digital platform for smart test development
	39 000.00
	
	

	06
	T2.5 Integration of methods into an agile-compatible methodology for Smart Test Development
	39 000.00
	
	

	07
	T3.1 Identification of suitable case studies and evaluation criteria 
	19 500.00
	
	

	08
	T3.2 Application and Evaluation of methods and prototype
	26 000.00
	
	

	09
	T3.3 Validation of the extracted requirements and the derived test artifacts
	45 500.00
	
	

	10
	T3.4 User guide preparation for the Smart Test Development methodology and the supporting platform
	19 500.00
	
	

	11
	T3.5 Collection of recommendations for smart standards
	32 500.00
	
	

	12
	T4.1 Exploitation within ETSI 
	6 500.00
	
	

	13
	T4.2 Dissemination
	13 000.00
	
	

	
	Total:
	403 000.00
	
	




Amount in Euro (mandatory): Indicate the price offered for your contribution to the task(s)

% of whole task (mandatory):  Indicate to which percentage of the execution of the whole task your offer corresponds

Provide a description of the proposed approach, competences, reference to related activities:
· Explain which part of the task is corresponding to the requested percentage that your Company/Organisation will handle,
· Explain the scope that your Company/Organisation will cover,
· Explain your approach to the management of the quality and,
· Explain your approach to the management of the risks and their mitigation,
· Describe and justify the proposed costs to achieve this project objectives.

[bookmark: Deadline3]
Annex II	 Terms and Conditions
CfE – STF 698 (REFERENCE BODY MTS AI) 
Deadline: 02 October 2026

2.1	Submission of Proposals

All proposals in response to this CfE shall be submitted before the deadline indicated in this Collective Letter, using exclusively the WEB application on the ETSI Portal at the following address: https://portal.etsi.org/cfe.

Proposals shall be composed of Curriculum Vitae of the proposed service providers’ personnel and the Annex I of this CfE duly filled-out.
Proposals that will be partial or incomplete at the deadline will not be accepted.  

The Terms and Conditions in this Annex will apply.


2.2	Modification and Withdrawal of Proposals

Applicants may, without prejudice to themselves, modify or withdraw their proposal by written request, provided that the request is received by ETSI prior to the due date and time, at the address to which their proposal was submitted. The applicant may submit a new proposal provided that such new proposal is received prior to the deadline for responding which is specified in this Collective Letter.


[bookmark: _Ref434831705]2.3	Assessment of Proposals

The ETSI Director-General, in consultation with the Reference Body Chair, is responsible for the selection of the service providers that will be contracted to perform this Project work. The ETSI Director-General and the Reference Body Chair may be assisted by a Selection Panel to assess the applications received and make the final decision.

As per article 1.10.4 of the ETSI Directives, the Director-General may discard proposals that could be identified as creating potential conflict of interest.

The ETSI Secretariat will only communicate to the applicants the result of the selection (accepted or not accepted). Should applicants need more information on the rationale for the selection, they must address a formal request to the ETSI Director-General.

The following evaluation criteria will be applied to all proposals, in order of priority:
· Evidence that the applicant has the necessary structure and expertise to ensure delivery 
· Reference to current or previous activities in the specific technical domain of this project
· Critical review of the most efficient way to achieve the objectives in this Project ToR 
· Effective proposed approach/methodology for the execution of the tasks
· Implementation schedule
· Clear pricing policy

Compliance with the first two (2) criteria is mandatory.
Proposals that are not considered compliant with these criteria will be discarded.

Priority will be given to technical quality of the proposals. Pricing considerations will be taken into account to ensure that the best value for money is achieved. Compatibility with the maximum budget allocated to this Project will be verified before placing a Service Contract.

Following the assessment process, ETSI reserves the right to grant contracts to other than the cheapest proposals, to accept or reject any offer completely or in part, or to reject all proposals, without providing the reasons. If no offer is accepted, ETSI may decide to abandon the work or proceed in any other manner ETSI may select.


2.4	IPR and confidentiality Agreements

The information provided in this CfE, as well as the fact that the applicant has received the CfE, is considered confidential and protected under copyright laws. The applicant may not discuss, share, or use the information in this CfE for any purpose other than the response to this CfE.

ETSI will not disclose the content of any proposals to other applicants or any other party, with the exception of the persons involved in the assessment process described in §2.3 above.

However, ETSI reserves the right to make use of the information provided in this proposal to improve this project definition for the purpose of this CfE or any other manner in which ETSI may decide to proceed to select the service providers.

If successful, the applicant will be required to sign a Service Contract, which includes IPR and Confidentiality clauses aligned with the relevant policies in the ETSI Directives.


2.5	Preparation cost

ETSI will not be responsible for any costs or expenses that the applicant may incur in preparing and/or submitting the proposal.


2.6	Service Contract

A Service Contract will be proposed to the applicants that will be selected to perform the work.
Details on the Terms and Conditions of this contract can be found on the ETSI Portal, at the following address: https://portal.etsi.org/STF/STFs/Contracts.aspx 
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