
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force 246 (MS) (TIPHON WG6-A)

Release 4 Conformance Test Specifications 
for H.323, H.248 and SIP


1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)

The TIPHON project has established TIPHON as a capable environment (e.g. the definition of the TIPHON meta-protocol) in which the harmonisation can be achieved between disparate protocols and applications by stressing their common capabilities and achieving invisible support and sharing of capabilities between them. The mapping of existing protocols (e.g. H.323, SIP, H.248) to the TIPHON meta-protocol is essential to achieving this goal.

It is extremely important that the existing test specifications for these protocols (developed by STF176 and STF196) are revised to reflect the updated profiles and in the case of SIP, changes to the base standards.

EP-TIPHON works in accordance with the project development method defined in TR 101 835. Step E of the development method contains conformance specifications, the development of which is a skilled task not supported in the EP-TIPHON membership.

The planned Release 4 test suites for SIP, H.225 and H.248 are seen by the industry as a useful and necessary complement to other testing activities (such as interoperability events) to ensure the quality and interworking of TIPHON equipment. The provision of an STF for testing will allow EP-TIPHON to provide a complete document set in accordance with TR 101 835.

2
Consequences if not agreed:

Without an STF in this area the work of EP-TIPHON will be incomplete. Testing and verification both through formal testing as proposed for the work plan of this STF and in “bake-off” style Interops using the test documents developed by this STF are key to the success of TIPHON.  If this STF is not available the verification and validation programme of EP-TIPHON, and of TIPHON as a whole, is in danger of not being completed.

This STF proposal is closely linked to existing STFs and proposals for other dedicated STFs in TIPHON. These are covering modelling matters, core security and QoS matters. Failure to agree to the STF outlined in this proposal will have a derogatory effect on these other STFs in the overall TIPHON proposal. 

3
Detailed description:

3.1
Subject title:

Telecommunications and Internet Protocol Harmonisation over Networks in support of Interoperable IP Telephony and Multimedia applications: Release 4 Conformance Test Specifications for H.323, H.248 and SIP

3.2
Reference Technical Body:

ETSI Project TIPHON.

3.3
Other interested TBs (if any):

AT (IPCableCom), SPAN, SMG, TETRA, STQ, BRAN, TC-Security, MTS, mobile groups, including 3GPP TSG CN. In addition ETSI/TIPHON has extensive collaboration with ITU-T SG11, ITU-T SG16 and with the IETF.
3.4
Target date for the start of work:

9 June 2003, after TIPHON#34 in Budapest

3.5
Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):

The STF will provide the draft deliverables by January 2004, to be approved by TIPHON in their first plenary meeting in 2004.
3.6
Resources required

See below.

3.6.1 Necessary manpower

Total resources required: 6 man months (phase 1) and 3,5 man months (phase 2) = 9,5 man months, split as follows:

· for drafting deliverables : 95% of the resource

· for attending Technical Body and WG meetings: 5% of the resource at 3 TIPHON meetings and additional Working Group meetings as requested by the Project Management Committee (PMC). PTCC representation at meetings on behalf of the STF means the large majority of the resource can be dedicated to drafting deliverables. 

3.6.2
Estimated costs, additional to the manpower:

Total additional cost 2 000 EUR (phase 1) and 1500 EUR (phase 2) split as follows: 

· travels to Technical Body and WG meetings:

Two experts to attend plenary TIPHON meetings of which 1 shall be in Europe (at ETSI) and possibly 2 International meetings. Additionally, participation of individual STF members at WG6 interim meetings may be required on a case-by-case basis.  Co-ordinated participation with the other TIPHON STFs plus meetings at Sophia Antipolis should allow to make significant savings in the travel cost.

3.6.3
Qualification required, mix of skills

Number of experts required: 3 to 5. The experts are required for periods of approx. 1 calendar year.

Relevant expertise required: 

· be familiar with EP/TIPHON protocol profiles for SIP, H.225, H.248

· possess strong experience in the development of test cases using TTCN, including TTCN-3 and use of ISO/IEC-9646 Testing Methodology;

· understanding/experience of practical testing;

· experience in the production of ETSI test suite deliverables; and,

· experience of working in the international environment.

3.7
Scope of Terms of Reference:

The STF shall assist in the development of work items from EP-TIPHON’s WG6 (Validation and Verification) as described in the ETSI Work Plan that are in development or revision.

3.8
Context of the task(s):

The STF shall operate in phases where each phase is marked by the closing session of the EP-TIPHON meetings with a single end-of-year report.

3.9
Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:

The STF will work closely with PTCC and with other working groups of TIPHON. The STF is highly dependent upon outputs from other working groups (mostly WG3) being available.

3.10
Base documents and their availability

The work will be based on the documents produced by other TIPHON working groups, in particular WG3 (protocols), WG5 (QoS) and WG8 (security), as TIPHON specific profiles and extensions of ITU and IETF documents. 

3.11
Work Item(s) for which the STF is required:

The following list provides those work items from the current EWP for TIPHON and foreseen for 2003, where the STF is required:

	Deliverables
	ApproxEffort

	1) Updating to R4 the TIPHON H.225 test specifications based on the latest TIPHON meta-protocol and TIPHON profile of H.323
	1,5mm

	
DTS/MTS-0095-1: PICS for H.225.
	

	
DTS/MTS-0095-2: TSS&TPs for H.225
	

	
 DTS/MTS-0095-3: ATS for H.225 (TTCN)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	3) Updating to R4 the TIPHON H.248 PICS including EMP (Extended Megaco Package) and ABLC (Aggregate Bearer Load Control), based on the latest TIPHON meta-protocol and TIPHON profile of H.248.
	1,5mm

	
	

	
DTS/MTS-0096-1: PICS for H.248 
	

	
DTS/MTS-0096-2: TSS&TP for H.248
	1,75mm

	
DTS/MTS-0096-3: ATS for H.248
	

	4) Updating to R4 the TIPHON SIP test specifications based on the latest TIPHON meta-protocol, TIPHON profile of SIP) and latest IETF RFC 3261.
	2,5mm

	
DTS/MTS-0097-1: PICS for SIP 
	

	
DTS/MTS-0097-2: TSS&TP for SIP
	

	
DTS/MTS-0097-3: ATS for SIP 
	


3.12
Expected output(s):

Deliverables according to the WI list in 3.11.

4
Additional notes

This STF will build upon the previous experience within TIPHON in the utilisation of STF resources. It will continue the efforts of STF196 from 2002 and carry over those work items due to be completed by STF196. As with the work of STF196 this STF shall be dependent upon the support of the PTCC and its experts.

Where travel arrangements are identified (section 3.6.2) there may be an opportunity for overall cost reduction across the teams linked to the TIPHON project.

v1.2 08 Nov 2002, approved by correspondence by Board#40 for Phase 1.

V2.0 25 March 2003 reviewed during Preparatory Meeting

V2.2 13 May 2003 updates for second round of funding for Board#43 approval

V3.0 04 Nov. 2003 deliverables moved to MTS, for approval in 1Q2004































