
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force 234 (MM) SPAN on
Preliminary analysis of Broadband Multimedia Services

1
Reasons for proposing the STF

Further to the adoption of the new telecommunications regulatory framework by the Council and European Parliament on 14 February 2002. 

ETSI is asked to evaluate the requirements for standardisation, identify existing standards and to identify standardisation gaps with respect to the technology for Broadband Multimedia Services. Broad consensus on the results of the evaluation shall be sought by means of the organisation of an Open Meeting with the participation of all the relevant stakeholders. The work shall be carried out in co-operation with CENELEC and CEN as appropriate.

TC SPAN is required to carry out this evaluation, analyse these requirements from a Technical perspective, and define what standardisation documentation is required to define these Broadband Multimedia Services and propos solutions. TC SPAN has also to analyse the requirements for the transmission of signalling information on the current fixed networks, IP, and NGN's to support these requirements for Broadband Multimedia Services.

2 Consequences if not agreed

Industry requires in the short time frame a set of specifications for the support of deployment of Broadband Multimedia services in Europe. If this request is not agreed then the introduction date will be delayed. This could be a barrier for the introduction of Internet Next Generation.

3
Detailed description

3.1
Subject title

Preliminary analysis of Technical requirements for the support and deployment of Broadband Multimedia services in Europe, to progress toward the enhancement signalling transport Protocol Standards Documentation.

3.2
Reference TB

SPAN.

3.3
Other interested TBs (if any)

TC AT, EP TIPHON, OCG ad-hoc NGN-IG, EURESCOM

3.4
Duration

The STF should provide the complete documentation ready for agreement in April 2003.

3.5
Target date for the start of work
February 2003.

3.6
Necessary manpower (expertise, mix of skills and amount)

3.6.1
Necessary manpower

Total resources required: about 2 man months (40 days), to perform a preliminary requirement analysis in the following areas:

· analysis of the deployment of Broadband Multimedia services: including production of a draft specification categorising the existing and prospective services.

· description of the technical requirements to enable wider deployment of Broadband Multimedia services: including production of a draft specification; work-programme.

Total cost is 24 kEUR.

Funding is expected from e-Europe.

3.6.2
Estimated costs, additional to the manpower:

Total additional cost 1 kEUR for co-ordination with SPAN and other interested bodies.
3.6.3
Qualification required, mix of skills

· number of experts required: 1

· relevant expertise required: ideally the candidate should be familiar with the work of former and existing TC SPAN signalling protocols and fixed network architecture and also with the emerging IETF protocols, NGN concepts and Broadband Multimedia Services.

· the expert is required to work part time distributed over the period of 3 months.
3.7
Context of the task(s)

The STF has to produce drafts of a Technical Report in Word for Windows format, according to the ETSI style guide.

3.8
Related activities in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules

TC SPAN is responsible for fixed network standardisation and will produce suitable ETSI Standards to answer the request of the industry to support emerging network scenarios, in collaboration with TC AT, EP TIPHON and OCG ad-hoc group NGN-IG.

3.9
Scope of the terms of reference and relevant work items

Preliminary analysis of Technical requirements for the support of deployment of Broadband Multimedia services in Europe, to progress toward the enhancement signalling transport Protocol Standards Documentation.  This activity is requested by EC/EFTA to ETSI to perform a study that may result in Mandated work for the inclusion in the future funding from 2003.

3.10 Reference specification(s) and existing documents, including ETSI member contributions

Output of IETF RFC and Internet drafts, NGN reports and documentation

3.11
Work item(s) from the ETSI work programme (EWP) for which the STF is required

DTR/SPAN-130320
3.12
Expected outputs

A Technical Report will be drafted defining the technical description of deployment of Broadband Multimedia services.

DTR/SPAN-130320
Preliminary analysis on Broadband multimedia services

· Start of work
03/02/03

· First draft
07/03/03

· Stable draft
09/05/03

· TB approval
06/06/03

V01-B39(02)05, WI code allocated

V02-ETSI Secretariat, WI code updated

V03-updated during Preparatory Meeting (14 Jan 03) manpower/travels budget share reviewed to 24kEUR manpower + 1kEUR travels.

