
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF 218 (EP/DECT) on
Maintenance of Conformance/Interoperability testing and PICS standards

1.
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)

Provision of standards for conformance testing are seen from the DECT community as a very important part of the overall effort to continue and ensure future success of the DECT technology. This becomes even more important with the new R&TTE approval regime established in Europe in year 2000 when the only commonly accepted source for reliable conformance testing will be the ETSI voluntary testing standards.

Throughout the years number of STFs have been dedicated to DECT Conformance Testing which have very much contributed to the current success of DECT.

In the recent years in parallel to the DECT voice applications the market has shown constantly growing interest towards DATA applications and as such have put demands for DECT DATA standardisation. ETSI has responded positively and number of requirements standards have been produced. 

Throughout the development of new standards a number of changes have been backwards introduced to already available standards and number of updated versions of existing DECT standards have been produced.

Due to the fact that DECT standardisation has closely followed and has complied with the ETSI requirements of structuring a technology standards set in protocol and profile standards, close relation between different DECT standards have been established. Consequently, when a particular standard has been updated this results in the need all based on this one particular standard profiles to be updated as well. As the DECT CI PICS standard has been recently updated to reflect changes in the DECT CI standard, an urgent need for update of the DECT basic Voice profile -GAP ICS is necessary. 

Finally, to introduce the newcomers to the rich set of DECT testing related standards a Report on the DECT conformance testing was produced which has been outdated with the introduction of new standards and ideas - this report needs a serious re-writing.

For these test updates and production of new standards, an STF is requested. 

2.
Consequences if not agreed:

DECT has a predominant place into the European voice market. The wireless DATA market is booming as well. Many different technologies are competing for bigger stakes in this market. DECT is one of them. 

Due to the expansion of the market for DECT equipment and DECT applications the number of individual developments in form of products is very high.  Being an access technology it is vital for DECT to ensure precise implementation of products interworking with a great variety of other telecommunication technologies. Conformance testing is the solution to ensure such correct implementation. 

Lack of such standards will greatly undermine the effort of the DECT community in producing the requirement standards:

•
Proliferation of proprietary, non-standard, non-interoperable systems offering such services, with a consequent fragmentation of the market,

•
discouragement of the entry into the market by advanced technology SMEs specialising in data terminals, without the market power to provide complete systems,

•
erosion of the credibility of DECT as an open standard for a wide range of cordless solutions,

•
erosion of the European lead in this area, and loss of the initiative to other regions 

Producing of standards containing TTCN out of ETSI is fragmenting and delaying the work. Market opportunities will be lost.

3.
Detailed description:

3.1.
Subject title:  Update of VOICE and DATA related standards and development of new Conformance Testing standards for DECT DATA applications
3.2.
Reference Technical Body: DECT
3.3.
Other interested TBs (if any): TC ERM
3.4.
Duration: 7 months
3.5.
Target date for the start of work: April 2002
3.6.
Necessary manpower (expertise, mix of skills and amount): 

Update of GAP ICS - 1,3  mm, no TTCN expertise required, very good knowledge of DECT protocol and GAP requirements in particular needed

Update of DECT Conformance Testing report- 1 mm, no TTCN expertise required, in dept knowledge of DECT Conformance and Interoperability standards needed

The planning of the sequence in which the documents should be drafted will be done upon the start of the STF. 

3.6 bis
estimated  costs (additional to the manpower):

· travelling costs to the Technical Body and WG meetings:  0kEURO

Candidates ideally should be familiar with the work of EP DECT. Consideration will be given to a mix of experts with knowledge in TTCN specification development and of the protocols as specified by EP DECT subprojects A and Testing.

3.7.
Context of the task (s):

The availability of implementation conformance statements ensuring proper implementation in accordance with the DECT VOICE and DATA requirements specifications (e.g. EN 300 444, EN 300 476) and inter-working in a multi-vendors environment.

3.8
Related activity in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules;

No special co-ordination identified at this moment. MTS guidance on drafting Testing related standards, and the MTS PICS style guide shall be used.

3.9
Scope of the Terms of Reference;

Updates of DECT GAP ICS based on the new version of the EN 300 476, and DECT Conformance testing overview report based on whole DECT Conformance/Interoperability Standardisation for the last 6 years.

3.10
Reference specification(s) and existing documents, including ETSI member contributions

Project definition for EP DECT
- available

EN 300 175 part 1-8

- available

EN 300 497 


- available

EN 301 469 part 1-9

- available

EN 300 476


- available

EN 300 474 (old)

- available

TR 102 183 (old)

- available

TS 101 950


- available

EN 300 702 part 1-3

- available

EN 300 758 part 1-3

- available

EN 300 176 part 1-3

- available

EN 301 439


- available

3.11
ETSI work item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme for which the Specialist Task Force is required

	REN/DECT-040107-1
	EN 300 474 UPDATE

Digital Enhanced Cordless Telecommunications (DECT);

Generic Access Profile (GAP);

Profile requirement list and profile specific Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) proforma; Part 1: Portable radio Termination (PT)

	REN/DECT-040107-2
	EN 300 474 UPDATE

Digital Enhanced Cordless Telecommunications (DECT);

Generic Access Profile (GAP);

Profile requirement list and profile specific Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) proforma; Part 2: Fixed radio Termination (FT)

	RTR/DECT-040189 
	TR 102 183 UPDATE

Digital Enhanced Cordless Telecommunications (DECT);

Conformance testing on DECT equipment


3.12
Expected output(s) 

- TR 102 183 UPDATE

- EN 300 474 UPDATE

v1.0 (18/02/2002), revised by EP DECT to comply with budget allocation 3mm

v.1.1 (16/04/2002), revised by UJM to comply with indicated 30k€ indicated allocation
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