
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force on
Completing the Revision of the Rapporteurs' Handbook (WEB pages),
"Making Better Standards" (2nd allocation 2003)

1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)

In 1996, TC-MTS published a paperback handbook for ETSI rapporteurs entitled, "Making Better Standards".  This book collected together summaries of guidelines and rules previously published by TC‑MTS to assist in the standardization process. Since its publication, it has become widely used as a reference guide by a large number of ETSI members actively involved in the preparation of standards. 

Most of the documents upon which "Making Better Standards" was based, have been revised or replaced since it first appeared in print. The approach to standards making has moved on and ETSI has a completely new set of deliverable types to be considered.  It was, therefore, time to republish the handbook to reflect the latest thinking on the writing of standards. 

In 2002, a project was initiated (STF217) to revise the contents of "Making Better Standards" and publish it as a linked set of web pages under www.portal.etsi.org. A budget of 115kEUR was planned over 15 months with project completion scheduled for May 2003. After 68kEUR had been spent in 2002, the remaining budget was cut from the project during the FWP planning process for the first half of 2003. The result of this is that the Making Better Standards web pages are only partially complete and to make them publicly available in this state would not reflect well on ETSI. The following pages are currently available in a style which is compatible with the ETSI portal:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Introductory pages

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Where to start (site navigator)

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
What to standardize

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Why standardize

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Marketing expectations of standards

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Overview of writing non-protocol standards (physical characteristics)

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Detailed overview of Testing

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Types of testing

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Development life cycle

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Methods

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Certification

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Languages

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
SDL

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Overview

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Descriptive SDL

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
UML overview

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Simulation and Validation

The objective of this new STF is to produce the following pages in order to complete the web site:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
More on testing

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
More on non-behavioural standards

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Planning

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
More on SDL (Checklists and summary of descriptive guidelines)

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
More on UML

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
MSC

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
ASN.1

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
TTCN (-2 and –3)

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Simulation and validation examples

It would, therefore, be a valuable exercise to allocate the remaining 47kEUR to complete the project so that the full set of Making Better Standards web pages can be published and used by members of ETSI and others involved in international standardization.

2
Consequences if not agreed:

The effort spent in 2002 (68kEUR) will be wasted as the existing Making Better Standards web pages do not constitute a complete and coherent set that could reasonably be made public. As a result, there will be no up-to-date version of Making Better Standards available as reference material to ETSI rapporteurs and authors.

3
Detailed description:

3.1
Subject title:

The completion of the ETSI web site, "Making Better Standards".

3.2
Reference Technical Body: TC‑MTS
3.3
Other interested TBs (if any):

3.4
Target date for the start of work:

July 2003

3.5
Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):

Duration:
5 Months.

End Date:
December 2003

3.6
Resources required

3.6.1
Necessary manpower

Total resources required: 5.5 man months, including 2 man month contribution from PTCC, not funded from the ETSI FWP, split as follows:

· for drafting deliverables:
5.0 mm

· for attending Technical Body and WG meetings:
0.5 mm

Total manpower required from the FWP: 3,5 man months = 45,5 kEUR

3.6.2
Estimated costs, additional to the manpower:

Total additional cost 1,5 kEUR, split as follows: 

· travelling costs to the Technical Body and WG meetings:
1,5 kEUR

· travelling costs to other kind of meetings (please specify):
0kEUR

3.6.3
Qualification required, mix of skills

· number of experts required:
2

· relevant expertise required:

- knowledge of the available ETSI methodological and guideline documents for:


- SDL;


- ASN.1;


- MSC;


- TTCN;


- UML;


- General quality of standards;


- knowledge of the ETSI standards‑making process;


- copy writing skills.


- additional web‑authoring, publication and layout skills provided by the Secretariat


· period over which the experts are required and duration of the secondment:

July 2003 – December 2003

Part-time


3.7
Scope of Terms of Reference:

The STF will be responsible for the completion of the "Making Better Standards" web pages using previously published MTS deliverables.  The STF will not be responsible for modifying the methods and guidance provided in these base documents when transposed to the handbook.

3.8
Context of the task(s):

Considerable effort has been expended within ETSI during the last five years to develop guidelines defining methodologies and techniques for improving the quality of ETSI specifications.  The work of this STF is to ensure that these guidelines are summarised in an easy‑to‑use format and, thus, made accessible to all those who are involved in the preparation of ETSI standards. 

The project will comprise the following tasks:

	Activity
	Effort (months)

	Completion of SDL, MSC, UML and ASN.1 text
	1.0

	Development of Planning pages
	0.5

	Preparation of TTCN pages
	1.0

	Completion of pages on non-behavioural standards
	0.5

	Completion of pages on testing
	1.0

	Development of simulation, validation and other examples
	1.0

	Administration and attending TC-MTS
	0.5

	Sub-Total
	5.5

	Less PTCC effort (see note)
	-2.0

	Total requested under ETSI budget
	3.5


Note: the ETSI PTCC contribution could be in the range of 1 to 2 mm, subject to the definition of priority and availability of resources.

3.9
Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:

· ETSI PTCC;

· Provision of general support to rapporteurs on the use of formal languages

3.10
Base documents and their availability

ETR 184
Overview of validation techniques for European Telecommunication Standards (ETSs) containing SDL

EG 201 015
Handbook for a Validation methodology for standards using SDL

TCRTR 047
Guidelines for using Abstract Syntax Notation One (ASN.1) in telecommunication application protocols (TC‑SPS)

EG 202 106
Guidelines for the use of formal SDL as a descriptive tool

EG 201 383
Use of SDL in European telecommunications standards; Guidelines for facilitating validation and the developments of conformance test

EG 201 872
Methodological approach to the use of object-orientation in the standards‑making process.

3.11
Work Item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:

WI code: MI/MTS-00077: Revision of the handbook "Making Better Standards" to bring it up to date with new MTS-defined methods and to add a completely new chapter on basic protocol standards engineering. This handbook will be published in paper form and as a series of linked web pages available on the ETSI Collaborative Portal.  Note: the STF is not responsible for the production of the paper copy.

3.12
Expected output(s):

Web site "Making Better Standards"

· First stable draft

date: 10/2003

· Draft for TB approval
date: 12/2003

