
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force 205 (JT) ETSI/AT on Analysis and Scoping of IP Cablecom Testing Requirements

1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)

IP Cablecom is a complex technology, comprising many components that need to interwork. Testing will play a key role in ensuring interworking between these components.  TC AT is requesting an STF in 2002 to support the production of the IP Cablecom test specifications: TS 101 909-25, TS 101 909-26 and TS 101 909-27. The result of this STF will enable uniform testing and therefore facilitates the correct application to the standards and future enhancements of this emerging technology. 

Because of the complexity of the task it is essential to have a preliminary analysis and scoping phase. This document is requesting 2,5 man-months from the PTCC 2001 contingency for an STF to assist TC AT-D with this task by specifying a structured set of Test Subparts for TS 101 909-25, TS 101 909-26 and TS 101 909-27 and proposing a first draft for general clauses like Introduction.

The analysis will identify the split between interoperability testing and conformance testing. It will also propose a priority for which interfaces should be tested and propose a workplan for all IP Cablecom testing activity.  

2
Consequences if not agreed:

If this analysis is not done as soon as possible the main testing STF scheduled for 2002 will be significantly delayed. A thorough analysis will prevent difficulties in the development of the test parts and suggest solutions for the most urgent and important problems identified. It will enable good planning and the most efficient use of scarce resources.

3
Detailed description:

3.1
Subject title: ETSI TC AT, Working Group Digital: Analysis and Scoping of IP Cablecom Testing Requirements
The STF will analyse the existing IP Cablecom standards TS 101 909 parts 1 to 11 and 13. The STF should perform a consistency study among all published standards to facilitate new versions of deliverables to prevent difficulties in the development of the test parts and will suggest solutions for the most urgent and important problems identified. The report will also:

· Identify critical areas and interfaces for testing.

· Define which areas are more applicable to be conformance tested and those which would best be tested by interoperability events (Plugtests).

· Set an order of priority for testing activities.

· Examine the availability of real test systems.

· Draw up a workplan for the subsequent testing STF in 2002 and beyond.

TS 101 909-25, TS 101 909-26 and TS 101 909-27 Work Item Data Sheet [WI-DS] will be revised and a set of sub-parts will be created as a result of the STF conclusions. A first draft of the proposed sub-parts including general clauses like Introduction and the proposed table of contents will be delivered.

It is extremely important that during this work any problems, corrections, clarifications etc. of the base standard are fed-back to TC AT. In other words, the STF is seen as playing a vital role in validating the base standards.

3.2
Reference Technical Body:

Technical Committee Access and Terminals - Working Group "Digital" (AT-D)

3.3
Other interested TBs (if any):

TC SPAN, TC TIPHON, TC SEC, TC STQ, JTC Broadcast, others specified by the STF Steering Group.
3.4
Target date for the start of work:

December 2001

3.5
Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):

Total duration 2 months

3.6
Resources required

3.6.1 Necessary manpower

Total resources required: 2,5 man months (32.5 kEUR)
NOTE: This estimate assumes that the STF is managed/led by the ETSI PTCC, thereby allowing all the resource to  be devoted to technical activity.

3.6.2
Estimated costs, additional to the manpower:

Total additional cost 1 000 EUR split for travels to Technical Body and WG meetings:

3.6.3
Qualification required, mix of skills

Number of experts required: 1 to 2.

Expertise in testing and especially conformance testing, knowledge of the IP and of the IP Cablecom base standards (TS 101 909) is essential.

3.7
Scope of Terms of Reference:

See clause 3.1.

3.8
Context of the task(s):

Definition of test specifications and test procedures according to ISO 9646 testing methodology.

3.9
Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:

To be specified by the Steering Group, if necessary.

3.10
Base documents and their availability

TS 101 909 parts 1 to 11 and 13 are published, all other parts up to 24 are planned to be published in between Q4 2001 and Q2 2002. Once these phases of deliverables are stable the next phase of deliverables will be developed for support of enhanced IP services.

3.11
Work Item(s) for which the STF is required:

TS 101 909-25, TS 101 909-26 and TS 101 909-27 Work Item Data Sheet [WI-DS] will be revised and a set of sub-parts will be created as a result of the STF conclusions. 

3.12
Expected output(s):

A structure of sub-parts and first drafts with general text for TS 101 909-25, TS 101 909-26 and TS 101 909-27 facilitating appropriate test procedures, including relevant sections on “Analysis and scoping of IP Cablecom testing requirements”.
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