
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force 170 (SPAN13) on
Conformance Testing Specifications of 
Narrowband Multi-service Delivery System (NMDS) Interfaces 
(TSS&TPs, PIXIT, ATSs)

1.
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force:

To create the test purposes and abstract test suites for the NMDS interface (EN 301 141-1) as required by ETSI. Once this is achieved, the PIXIT themselves are also produced.

The interface standard is already in use around the world by many operators and parts 3 and 4 of the standard (TSS&TPs, PIXIT, ATSs) to be produced by this STF should benefit both operators and equipment vendors alike.

The interface has strategic importance, although it is a niche market product in many product portfolios. 

2.
Consequences if not agreed:

Parts 3 & 4 of the specification do not form part of the base standard but are essential if the current view that ETSI-approved test specifications shall accompany main ETSI Interface specifications. 

3.
Detailed description:

3.1.
Subject title:

Conformance Testing Specifications for Narrowband Multi-service Delivery System (NMDS) Interface: Test Suite Structure and Test Purposes, ATS and PIXIT.

Reference Technical Body

SPAN.

3.3.
Other interested TBs (if any):

N/A.

Target date for the start of work:

July 2000.

3.5.
Duration:

9 Months.

3.6.
Resources required:

9 Man-months.

Necessary Manpower

6 Man Months in 2000, 3 man months in 2001: utilising 3 experts.

Estimated costs, additional to the manpower

In addition, 1-2 travels are required for the STF leader to present results to SPAN13 meetings (estimated cost 2 600 EUROs)

3.6.1 Qualification required, mix of skills

Technical. a working knowledge of ISDN systems and V5 architectures.

3.7.
Scope of the Terms of Reference:

To plan and initiated the activity so as to achieve the highest quality parts 3 and 4 of the specification within the time scale ad budget provided.

3.8.
Context of the tasks:

The base standards are reasonably stable with a small maintenance activity planned in order to editorially enhance these. The standards have already been used as the basis for products that are being sold by at least on service provider, with others probably offering similar service in the near future.

It is assumed that there will be two or more experts working together within this new STF. 

3.9.
Related activity in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules:

A small amount of activity of a mainly editorial nature is planned for the base standards in view of current comments. New base line text has already been produced and it is assumed that this should not significantly affect the generation of the STF output. 

The modifications should be finished by September 1999 and hence are not critical for this activity.

Baseline documents and their availability:

Reference specification(s) already exist:

EN 301 141-1 v.2.1.1 (2000-06). NMDS Interface Specification. (approved by SPAN)

EN 301 141-2 v.1.0.0. NMDS PICS Proforma (to be approved by WG in September 2000).

3.11.
Work Item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:

The Work Item for EN 301 141 parts 3 and 4 has been approved by SPAN, supported by Ericsson, Marconi Communications, France Telecom, BT. The WPM code needs to be allocated.

Expected output(s):

REN/SPAN-130105-3: EN301 141-3. Narrowband Multi-service Delivery System (NMDS) Interface – Part 3: Test Suite Structure and Test Purposes. (NW side + Access side)

REN/SPAN-130105-4: EN301 141-4. Narrowband Multi-service Delivery System (NMDS) Interface – Part 4: ATSs&PIXITs. (NW side + Access side)
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