
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF 159 (EP/DECT) on 
Development of DECT Data standards and reports for interoperable products and DECT Common Interface (CI) related standards for interoperable products

1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF);

Today DECT speech products are already a big market success. Now there is a growing demand for wireless data communication. Therefore the priority of the DECT standardisation work is now shifting from speech to data and multi-media. Data transmission requires a higher information rate than speech. Therefore it is extremely important to use very efficient modulation schemas, to achieve high capacity. The 'DECT Packet Radio Service' needs to be updated to make use of the new modulation schemas, that have been introduced in the DECT base standard EN 300 175.

Similar as in the case of GSM services, DECT can also be used as radio technology to access UMTS services. In order to ensure compatible implementations, it is necessary to define how the interworking between the UMTS network and the DECT sub-network is done.

The DECT CI standard needs to be updated, especially to include the additions for the new data profiles.

2
Consequences if not agreed

The wireless DATA market is booming. Many different technologies are competing for bigger stakes in this market. DECT is one of them. If the standards are not completed in time, then proprietary solutions will be produced and fragment the market. The image of DECT as data and multimedia technology would be damaged. 

The support of UMTS services is crucial for the future success of DECT. If the required standards are not produced in time, the lifetime of DECT will be reduced, resulting in loss of DECT investment.

There is big competition between new systems intended to provide cordless data services for unlicensed use. If the basic DECT data standard does not cover the essential high bit rate mode possible with DECT very soon, the market opportunity will be over and it will not be possible any more to reuse the DECT efforts for such applications.

The market for DECT equipment and DECT applications has expanded rapidly during the last years and the number of individual developments in form of products is very high. Delaying the update of the DECT base standard will result in inconsistencies in the DECT family of standards and may cause compatibility problems for new DECT data products.

3
Detailed description:

3.1
Subject title:
Development of DECT standards for Data, Common Interface (CI) and UMTS interworking

3.2
Reference Technical Body: EP DECT
3.3
Other interested Technical Bodies (if any);
EP UMTS, TC ERM, TC SMG
3.4
Duration: 12 months
3.5
Target date for the start of work: January 2000
3.6
Necessary manpower (expertise, mix of skills and amount): All in total 9,5 man months
· for drafting of deliverables:
8,5 man months

· for travelling to the Technical Body and WG meetings:
1 man month

3.6 bis
estimated costs (additional to the manpower):

· Travel costs to the Technical Body and WG meetings (please specify):   10 K Euro

Candidates ideally should be familiar with the work of EP/DECT and have knowledge of the protocol as specified by EP/DECT DATA.

3.7
Context of the task(s);

The standards allow for the development of interoperable products.

3.8
Related activity in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules;

No special co-ordination identified at this moment.

3.9
Scope of the Terms of Reference;

The STF will cover the development of the following DECT standards and reports:

· Second edition of 'DECT Packet Radio Service' (DPRS) standard, adding the usage of high level modulation

· New standard defining the DECT Interworking with UMTS networks, covering circuit mode interfaces to UMTS. (ETSI/DECT recognizing that UMTS core network specifications for data services are not yet stable, it is not required at this stage to produce the interworking part of the specification for UMTS data services).

· Revision of EN 300 175, especially to include the additions for the new data profiles.

3.10
Reference specification(s) and existing documents, including ETSI member contributions;

EN 300 175 part 1-7, published

EN 301 649, DECT Packet Radio Services (DPRS), currently on Vote

UMTS core network standards

3.11
ETSI work item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme for which the Specialist Task Force is required;

· REN/DECT-A0178, DPRS, second edition

· DTS/DECT-000158, Interworking with UMTS

· REN/DECT-000157, parts 1 to 8, Maintenance of EN 300 175

3.12
expected output(s) 

· ETSI deliverables: 
2 ENs and 1 TS

· non-published documents:
none

· other activities identified under 3.6:
none

Ref: B23(99)12, B26(00)23, 22/6/00 (change W/I reference)

