Terms of reference for Specialist Task Force 108 (STC SPS 1)


Application for a new Specialist Task Force for specifying the ISUP version 3 conformance testing standards including the PICS proforma specifications for both the basic and the supplementary services


1	Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force


The ITU-T is going to produce the ISUP‘97 Recommendations. ISUP’97 will be an enhancement of the ISUP’92 with new basic and supplementary services., the Application Transport Mechanism (APM), the APM support of Virtual Private Network and the Interaction between ISUP ’97 and INAP CS1.


ETSI has endorsed the ISUP’92 Recommendations as ISUP version 2 with modifications and needs now to endorse ISUP’97 as ISUP version 3.


Concerning the conformance testing ETSI’s STF 66 has provided the PICS proforma specifications, the Test Suite Structure and Test Purposes and the Abstract Test Suite for both the ITU-T and ETSI. The STF 66 results were well received in the ITU-T.


When going towards ISUP version 3, a similar set of contributions to the ITU-T and a set of ETSs for the PICS proforma specifications and the conformance testing standards should be produced.


2	Consequences if not agreed


Experience has shown that the current work of STF 66 (although not yet published) is being implemented or at least a basis for manufacturers and operators conformance testing applications. Furthermore the work on conformance testing had a positive side effect on the quality of the base standards.


If the STF cannot be agreed, neither the ITU-T nor ETSI can provide the requested and needed standards. The introduction of the ISUP version 3 in the networks will be more difficult without the availability of conformance testing. Conformance Testing can improve interoperability by identifying erroneous implementations.


The work cannot be done by voluntary Rapporteurs because the work requires the use of tools in the ETSI Secretariat and the temporary help of the Permanent Experts (PEX) in the ETSI Secretariat.


3	Detailed description


3.1	Subject title


Production of contributions to the ITU-T and ETSs for the ISUP version 3 conformance testing standards including the PICS proforma  specifications for basic and the supplementary services


3.2	Reference TB	SPS


3.3	Other interested TBs	none


3.4	Duration	24 months


The duration is determined by including the period of time needed for the resolution of Public Enquiry comments.


	Target date for the start of work	January 1998


3.6	Necessary manpower (expertise, mix of skills, and amount)	10 21 MM


The two or three experts should be familiar with the ISUP Recommendations and ETSs (base standards) and with the principles of conformance testing. A further demand is that they have experience with INAP CS1/CS2 and TCAP protocol (base standards) also they should be able to use ASN.1 for specifying different parts of the work (especially the ATSs). To implement the access side of the test suites especially for the VPN ATS a DSS1/PSS1 base knowledge is necessary. 


3.7	Context of the study	The study should be part of the costed work programme.


3.8	Related activities in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules


Co-ordination (technical content and schedule) is needed for the work to be contributed to the ITU-T SG11


3.9	Scope of the terms of reference and relevant work items


EN 301 062 - 2, 3, 4


EN 300 356 - 31 to 36


EN 301 069 - 2, 3, 4


EN 301 070 - 2, 3, 4


3.10	Reference specifications and existing documents, including ETSI member contributions


ETS 300 356-1 to 33, ETS 300 374-1, Q.730, Q.761 to 764, Q.784.2, Q.1600, Q.1214, Q.1218, Q.771 to Q.775, Q.765.1, Q.931


3.11	Work Items from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required


DEN/SPS-01	032 - 2, 3, 4	NNI extension to support VPN applications


	037 - 1 to 6	ISUP V3 Basic Call and ISUP V3 Supplementary Services


	042 - 2, 3, 4	ISUP V3 Application Transport Mechanism


	044 - 2, 3, 4	ISUP V3 Interaction with INAP CS1


	047 - 2, 3, 4 	(test specification for PLMN - ISUP V3)





NOTE:


The parts relevant to ISUP V3 Basic Call, Supplementary Services, APM (support of VPN), Interaction between ISUP V3 and INAP CS1, for which the extension of resources is required are included in the work items mentioned below:


DEN/SPS-01037 - 1 to 6: For the Basic Call and the Supplementary Services a new requirement to define the access stimuli in a more detailed manner to better enable a working compilation of the test specification and reduce the re-work for the user of the test suite.


DEN/SPS-01032 - 2, 3, 4: For the Application Transport Mechanism (including the VPN as the first user of this mechanism) the declaration of the PSS1 cannot be used from an existing test suite and therefore it has to be defined from the ground up.


DEN/SPS-01047 - 2, 3, 4: A new work item for PLMN signalling interface for ISUP V3 test specification was requested in the last SPS1 meeting held in Prague (16/03/ - 20/03/1998)
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