Terms of reference for Project Team 90 (provisional code EN)


"Application Programming Interface 


for DAVIC-SI (Service Information)"





1.	Reasons for Proposing a Project Team


In its last specifications, DAVIC has selected several elements originally designed by ETSI. Among them, the information representation mechanism is based on MHEG-5 and the broadcasting elements are derived from the DVB specifications. ; they are all incorporated as DAVIC 1.1 specifications.


The DAVIC SI (Service Information) is based on ETS 300 468. In order this service information to be portable and STU independent, an application programming interface (API) for this DAVIC-SI has to be established.


As highlighted by the liaison statement received from DAVIC (see attachment), this is currently the only missing element in the DAVIC INR (Information Representation) specifications. 


Without this DAVIC-SI API, the MHEG5 information representation and the Java virtual machine will not be able to execute downloaded software programs making use of the service information carried by MPEG2, such as electronic program guides.


As indicated in the attachment, ETSI seems to be the appropriate body to establish such a DAVIC-SI API.


Additionally, the target dates (September 1996) for the DAVIC 1.2 specifications are such that this work cannot be carried as a normal task of an ETSI STC.


2	Consequences if not agreed


The DAVIC 1.2 specifications could be either delayed or be based on other elements, originally not based on ETSI specifications. There is still a risk that the DVB specifications currently selected by DAVIC be replaced by some others defined in other continents (e.g. the USA).


3	Summary Description


3.1 Subject Title


API for DAVIC Service Information


3.2 Reference TC


TE


3.3 Other interested TCs (if any)


JTC


3.4 Duration


4 Months (2 months for stable draft, and 2 additional months until ETSI publication)


3.5 Target date for start of work


July 1996


3.6 Necessary Manpower


4 Manmonths (2 to 3 experts)


3.7 Context of the Study


Multimedia Information Retrieval Services


3.8 Related activities in other bodies


DAVIC


3.9 Reference Specification(s)


ETS 300 468, ETR 162, prETS 300 777


3.10 Part of the ETSI work program


DI/TE-01074


4	Scope of the terms of reference and relevant Study items


To produce the Application programming Interface for the DAVIC Service Information (which is based on ETS 300 468). This API shall be defined in a similar way as the other elements selected for Davic Information representation such as the Java Virtual Machine and the MHEG5 API.


5	Detailed Work Plan and Expected output


Deliverable : I-ETS


6	Form and Responsibility of steering group


Due to the duration of the project team, review of the work will take place during ordinary STC TE1 meetings. 


7	PT creation criteria satisfied


7.1 Maturity		High


7.2 Completeness	High


7.3 Soundness		High


7.4 Urgency		Very High


8	Additional information concerning manpower requirements


Two (possibly three if part time experts) experts are necessary  to carry out the work.


The experts should have a detailed knowledge about the DAVIC 1.1 specifications and APIs: MHEG-5 APIs, Java Virtual Machine and environment, API description as used by DAVIC for MHEG-5. They shall be available during summer period of 1996.


Additionally, knowledge of ETS 300 468 will be of some benefit


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	attach  : liaison statement from Davic to ETSI TE and TE1


