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Changes made in ETSI Drafting Rules (EDRs)  

Paragraphs (clause 2.12.2) 

The change 

Latest version of ETSI Drafting rules strengthened the rule on clauses and subclauses in ETSI deliverables such that 

clauses or subclauses that have text below the title cannot contain further subdivisions. 

Why the change 

In the previous version of the ETSI Drafting Rules (May 2014) text paragraphs followed by clause subdivision were 

called "Hanging Paragraphs". Whilst they were discouraged, they were not expressly disallowed.  

In the new version of the ETSI Drafting Rules  updates were made to disallow the use of “Hanging paragraphs” and 

thus ensure precise referencing of specific text in ETSI deliverables. The rules now state that, when a clause or 

subclause has text below the title, there can be no further subdivisions. 

Note that this rule is aligned with internationally recognized practice, for example ISO/IEC Directives Part 2 : 

http://isotc.iso.org/livelink/livelink?func=ll&objId=4230456&objAction=browse&sort=subtype.   

Note also that the current EDRs no longer use the term "hanging paragraphs". The reason is that when you look it up 

on Google it refers to indented paragraphs, which is not what EDRs are talking about. 

Application clarification 

When editing a first draft (not a revision) it is easier to handle the changes as the document itself is not yet 

referenced in another document. For this reason, the clauses can be easily updated as well as the cross referencing 

within the document 

It is slightly more difficult to make changes in clause numbering in a revision of an existing deliverable. To avoid 

renumbering of the entire document, we recommend that a new subclause is added as shown in the example on 

page 3. It will then be necessary to check the cross referencing. If clause <X> is referenced in the document, ETSI 

Officer or Technical Body Rapporteur need to check (or inform editHelp! at edithelp@etsi.org) whether it is the 

entire clause <X> or clause <X>.0 that is being referenced.  

On page 2 is the revised text in the current ETSI Drafting Rules (December 2014). 

http://portal.etsi.org/edithelp/
https://portal.etsi.org/Services/editHelp!/Howtostart/ETSIDraftingRules.aspx
http://isotc.iso.org/livelink/livelink?func=ll&objId=4230456&objAction=browse&sort=subtype
http://isotc.iso.org/livelink/livelink?func=ll&objId=4230456&objAction=browse&sort=subtype
mailto:edithelp@etsi.org
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ETSI Drafting Rules (December 2014) 

 

2.12.2 Paragraph 

A paragraph is an unnumbered subdivision of a clause. 
To be able to precisely reference every paragraph, clauses shall have either 
numbered or unnumbered subdivisions.  

A paragraph is an unnumbered subdivision of a clause. 

To be able to precisely reference every paragraph, clauses shall have either 

numbered or unnumbered subdivisions.  

Example 1 shows the two alternatives that shall be used for subdividing a clause. 

 EXAMPLE 1: 

5              Title 

5.1                           Title 

Paragraphs  

5.2                           Title 

Paragraphs  

5.3                           Title 

Paragraphs 

6              Test report 

 5              Title 

Paragraph 1  

Paragraph 2 

… 

Paragraph n 

6              Test report 

 

Mixed numbered and unnumbered subdivisions shall not be used as they make precise paragraph referencing not 

possible.  

Example 2 shows clause subdivision that shall not be used. 

 EXAMPLE 2: 

5              Title 

Paragraph 1 (text that cannot be precisely 

referenced) 

Paragraph 2 (text that cannot be precisely 

referenced) 

5.1                           Title 

Paragraphs  

5.2                           Title 

Paragraphs  

5.3                           Title 

Paragraphs 

6              Test report 
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Example 

This is an example of the incorrect subdivision of a clause followed by the same text correctly subdivided. 
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Checking the editHelp! website regularly 
will ensure you are up-to-date with ETSI skeletons, guides,  tools, toolbar, etc. 

The editHelp! website has been created to facilitate access to ETSI tools as well as getting useful information 
and to make the production of standards a simple task. 

In case of any difficulties, please do not hesitate to contact editHelp! at editHelp@etsi.org, we are here to help 
you produce your standard. 

Working closer together can ensure that your future ETSI deliverable is published without delay. 

http://portal.etsi.org/edithelp/
mailto:editHelp@etsi.org

