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Understanding Intellectual Property law:  

Rights, trademarks and copyrights 

What is Intellectual Property law? 

• Intellectual Property refers to "creations of the mind: Creations made by a natural or 
legal person(s) such as inventions, literary and artistic works, designs, and symbols; 
names and images used in commerce". 

• Right to property: 

➢ Applies to both tangible and non-tangible things. 
➢ Allows any natural or legal person to acquire and have exclusive use of an asset. 
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Focus on trademarks and copyrights 

 Trademarks in ETSI 
Deliverables 

Copyrights in ETSI 
Deliverables 

Definition 

Signs that distinguish the goods 
or services of one enterprise 
from those of other enterprises. 
 

Concrete expression of ideas in all 
intellectual work whatever their 
kind, form of expression, merit or 
purpose provided that the work is 
original and fixable on a tangible 
form. 

Verification 
process 

Refer to the third party's 
appropriate guideline or licence 
on its website to check if the 
sign is legally protected. 

Check the source of the content 
potentially owned by a third party: 
photographs, charts, tables or any 
other content that might present a 
potential copyright infringement 
risk. 
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 Trademarks in ETSI 
Deliverables 

Copyrights in ETSI 
Deliverables 

Recommendations 
to avoid possible 
IPR infringements   

Avoid the use of trademarks in 
ETSI Deliverables as they are 
registered by their owners. 
If the use of trade 
names/trademarks cannot be 
avoided:  
➢ Use the ™ symbol:  When 

the trademark is 
unregistered or while it is in 
the process of registration. 

➢ Use the ® symbol:   Only 
after the trademark is 
officially registered. 

➢ Obtain the appropriate 
written permission from the 
copyright owner. 

➢ Avoid the use of software 
owned by a third party. In case 
it cannot be avoided, 
obtaining the software 
owner's authorization shall 
be required. 

➢ Before introducing open-
source code into ETSI 
deliverable, assess the 
related risk as it could impose 
obligations or restrictions on 
how ETSI deliverables are 
used, distributed, or licensed.  

➢ Refer to the following link on 
the edithelp! website for 
more information: Copyrights. 

Mandatory text 
block in ETSI 
deliverable  

Trademark text block in every 
ETSI deliverable: “The present 
document may include 
trademarks and/or tradenames 
which are asserted and/or 
registered by their owners. ETSI 
claims no.ownership of these 
except for any which are 
indicated as being the property 
of ETSI and conveys no right to 
use or reproduce any trademark 
and/or tradename. Mention of 
those trademarks in the present 
document does not constitute 
an endorsement by ETSI of 
products, services or 
organizations associated with 
those trademarks” 

No mandatory predefined text 
block in the ETSI deliverable but 
the author may require a specific 
wording to identify the copyright 
ownership source. 

NOTE: If doubts subsist concerning the right or the way to reproduce the trademark or 
copyright in your deliverable, please contact the  ETSI legal department at 
legal@etsi.org that will, in last resort, assess the associated risk and provide the 
appropriate recommendation. 
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