Rationale

The ISG INS intends to utilize existing activities of ongoing R&D projects on Identity Management (IdM) to enable a pre-standardization consensus on Identity Management protocols and architectures, in particular related to networks and services taking the Future Internet perspective into consideration. IdM standardisation has so far mainly focused on the web and application domains and to some extent (in the ITU-T) related to the NGN, but architectures and protocols that enable new service and business approaches are still lacking. These could open the path for driving the economy in Europe and beyond towards the Future Internet and the Internet of Things based on advanced IdM standards.

Recently, gaps have been identified on convergence between:

· network operation domain and the service/application domain, 

· network operation domain and user domain which in many cases lacks of user-centrism

· service/application domain and the user domain
The vision of the Future Internet, in which the notion of the network will vanish to become Internet of Things, Identity management solutions need to address the inherent complexity of miniaturised components that will be part of the Future Internet infrastructure. With other FP7 Projects, our goal is to provide a unified and commonly agreed approach on Identity Management in this context. A major focus will also be on interoperability.

The founding Partners intend to leverage the tools offered by the ISG to come to a pre-standards consensus based on R&D results.
The ISG INS is being proposed with the intention to develop specifications and reference documents that capture the results of EU ICT FP7 projects on Identity Management with specific focus on networks and services as well as on languages for access control and privacy policies. The ISG is an ideal vehicle to come to common and agreed Europe-wide specifications, which can further be provided to ETSI and 3GPP groups as well as other SDO entities for standardization.

None of the existing SDOs address IdM extensions and profiles that combine the use of Web 2.0 and network / service technologies, such as Access Control interfaces for user-driven policies in IMS and Enterprise to Telecom Digital Identity Models. The latter includes specific brokerage solutions

for operator, such as for data model conversion, caching, trust models and billing. The INS ISG will specifically focus on such advanced synergies of technologies at the R&D stage towards an early harmonization of concepts and approaches. The ISG ISN also has the unique advantage of bringing people together who usually attend different SDOs or fail to provide R&D results to SDOs to provide combined solutions towards each of these bodies.
Scope 

The ISG INS targets specifications for the application of identity and access management to networks and services. One aspect is the definition of requirements, scenarios and use cases. A central part is the development of appropriate architectures to link various silos of existing IdM systems and provide mechanisms to bridge the gap in the integration within existing telecommunications infrastructure. Furthermore, specifications of protocols and APIs, as well as profiles of existing standards will be in the scope of the ISG INS.
