Confirmation of funding for STF151 (SPAN9) in the year 2000

The ToR of STF 151 for the conformance test specifications TSS/TP/ATS/PIXIT for VB5.2 have been approved by Board#18 with a total resources of 15 mm. However, the STF could begin the work during 1999 using, initially a resource of 10 mm freed up under the FWP1999 by other STFs. It was agreed that the remaining resources necessary to conclude the work would have been requested under the FWP2000.

It must be stressed that this is the request for an additional 5 man-months which are required to complete the planned activity and is not a request from an STF which has gone over budget.

Failure to provide these resources will mean that the STF will have to close prematurely.

Please find enclosed the original terms of reference under which the STF commenced its activities.

Regards Keith James (on behalf of Mr M Briggs, chairman SPAN).

Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF 151 (prov. Code GP) (STC/SPS9) on
Conformance test Specifications TSS/TP/ATS /PIXIT for VB5.2


This information is included in order to consider the creation of a Specialist Task Force in order to perform Conformance Test Specifications (Test Suite Structure/Test Purposes/Abstract Test Suites/Test Cases in TTCN and Partial PIXIT Proforma) for VB5.2 protocol specifications. The manpower requested should be allocated to generate draft ETSs as given in the ETSI Work Items DEN/SPS-09047-3 and DEN/SPS-09047-4 on V interfaces at the VB5.2 reference point. It is assumed that the generation of the Test Purposes and Test Cases will be based on validated and simulated SDL models which are generated in STC SPS9 on a voluntary basis since the SDL diagrams for VB5.2 are normative.

1
Reasons for proposing a Specialist Task Force

ETSI SPS9 will finish in 1999 the specifications for VB5.2 reference point based on the following ETSI Work Items DEN/SPS-09047-1 and DEN/SPS-09047-2.

As there is no additional time and resources available within the STC to provide the ATS specifications for the VB5.2 a Specialist Task Force is required to perform this work within a limited time frame. The profile test methodology and ATS reusability shall be used for the test specification.  STC SPS9 also recognises the advantages offered by ETSI to obtain assistance of the expertise build up in Permanent Expert Team and to have access to the available TTCN tools. It is estimated that 15 Man-Months is required to perform this task.  

2
Consequence if not agreed

Many European Telecom manufacturers are working on VB5 products aimed at deploying access network configurations which support flexible (provisioned) VPC and VCC allocation with and without concentration capability at VC level within the telecommunication networks.  The test specification for VB5 reference points covering the physical, procedural and protocol requirements between a broadband or combined narrowband & broadband access network and a service node is an extremely important tool to ensure a certain degree of interworking between network operators in a multi-vendors environment. If no test specification is available ,deployment of access network equipment for interworking may not be possible.

3
Detailed Description

3.1
Subject Title: Conformance test Specifications TSS/TP/ATS/PIXIT for VB5.2; DEN/SPS-09047-3 TSS and TP for VB5.2, and DEN/SPS-09047-4 ATS for VB5.2.

3.2
Reference TB: ETSI TC SPS
3.3
Other Interested TBs: ETSI TC MTS
3.4
Duration: One year.
3.5
Target Date for Start of Work: May 1999.

3.6
Necessary Manpower

- 15 man months including PEX resources are needed for completion of the ETSI Work Items:
DEN/SPS-09047-3 and DEN/SPS-09047-4.

- 10 man months have been allocated under the FWP1999 (decision Board#18). The remaining resources required to finish the work shall be requested under the FWP 2000.

In addition, 1-2 travels are required for the STF leader to present results to SPAN/SPS9 meetings (estimated cost 2 600 EUROs)

3.7
Context of Study:

The availability of test specifications ensuring proper inter-working in a multi-vendors environment.

3.8
Related Activities in Other Bodies and Necessary Co-ordination of Schedule: 

TC MTS for reusability of ATS and test specification for object.

3.9
Scope of Term of Reference and Relevant Study Items

Specification of the Test Suite Structure, Test Purposes, Abstract Test Suite (Test Cases in TTCN), partial PIXIT pro-forma and conformance testing report pro-forma for the VB5.2 reference point covering the procedural and protocol requirements between a broadband or combined narrow-band & broadband access network and a service node.

3.10
Reference Specification(s) and Existing Document Including Member Contributions:

ETSI Work Items DEN/SPS-09047-1 and DEN/SPS-09047-2 (EN 301 217-1 and EN 301 217-2);
ISO/IEC 9646 Conformance Testing Methodology and Framework.

3.11
Part of ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is Required:

ETSI Work Items DEN/SPS-09047-3 and DEN/SPS-09047-4 (EN 301 217-3 and EN 301 217-4).

Expected Output:

Intermediate output:

ASN.1 data to be produced in parallel with DEN/SPS-09047-3, and included as Annex of DEN/SPS-09047-4.

Final outputs:

prEN 301 217-3 TSS, TP for the VB5.2 reference point;

prEN 301 217-4 ATS for the VB5.2 reference point.

3.13
Reporting Arrangements:

Co-ordination of the Specialist Task Force work shall be performed by STC SPS9.  The members of the Specialist Task Force shall provide progress reports including up-to-date versions of the expected deliverables.

Approved by correspondence after Board#18, reviewed during the Preparatory Meeting

