Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force 137 (prov. code EU) -�Study and investigation and standardization support for the introduction of Number Portability in the GSM family





1.	Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force:


This proposal is made in response to the study mandate (M/251) passed to ETSI to identify the necessary modifications in the GSM standard to allow the introduction of GSM Number Portability. Subscribers attach high importance to their number and polls have shown that up to 90% of business customers would not consider switching operators if they cannot take their number with them.


Number Portability allows subscribers to keep their number if they choose to switch operators and is thus an important pre-requisite if users are to have a true choice from whom they obtain telecommunication services and if competition is to be truly effective. Number Portability for mobile services is regarded as critical for creating equal conditions for access and opportunity for new entrants. The Numbering Green Paper proposes that Member States ensure that any technical restrictions which prohibit Number Portability for mobile and personal communications services are removed by 1st January 2000. This STF is required to identify what amendments need to be made to the GSM system standard.


 As part of this feasibility study, ETSI SMG propose that the STF make use of the output of an open workshop, held with their support, in order to identify and clarify the European regulatory requirements as well as world-wide needs, to compare solutions currently developed, and to identify the necessary modifications of the GSM standards for the introduction of Number Portability in a harmonized way.


It is noted that some European regulators are already planning for the introduction of Number Portability in mobile networks.


2.	Consequences if not agreed:


If there is no standardization of Number Portability then it is feared that market fragmentation will occur following early implementations of proprietary solutions and prevent the removal of any technical restrictions caused as a result. A prompt response is essential so that the appropriate action can be taken. The results of such a study by ETSI could be used by the European Commission in discussions with Member States and in their decision to introduce Number Portability in line with current schedules.


3.	Detailed description:


3.1.	Subject title: Study and investigation for the introduction of number portability in the GSM family


3.2.	Reference Technical Body: SMG


3.3.	Other interested TBs (if any): NA


3.4.	Duration: 6 months


3.5.	Target date for the start of work: November 1998


3.6.	Necessary manpower (expertise, mix of skills and amount): 	


8 man months from the Regulatory element of the 1997 EC funding


3.7.	Context of the study:


Within the United States, the FCC has mandated Number Portability deployment for fixed and mobile networks. ANSI T1P1 has already started to standardize Number Portability within a dedicated geographical area but have only taken account of specific US requirements to date. Co-operation and harmonization between ANSI T1P1 and ETSI is required in this area.


3.8.		Related activity in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules: 


Standardization activities in ANSI T1P1


3.9.	Scope of the Terms of Reference:


It is proposed that the STF make use of the proceedings from the open workshop to perform the necessary study in co-ordination with STF 12 and reporting to ETSI SMG. Due to the very tight time schedules and the substantial amount of work that will be required to carry out the tasks on Number Portability in GSM, it will be necessary to urgently recruit STF experts in order to meet the time schedules being set. For the STF, expertise in the GSM system as a whole, and in particular GSM network and subscriber management functions and on Number Portability for the fixed network (Intelligent Networks) is required as well as project management experience.


The STF will assist in the production of   a Technical Report and a Technical Specification, provide project support and work item management for Number Portability and perform the maintenance and editing of the GSM specifications on Number Portability.


The Workshop held was open to all interested parties (relevant experts from the EU, regulators, the GSM MoU, ETSI SMG, Operators, ANSI T1P1, other ETSI Technical Bodies and non-ETSI members. The main issues discussed at this Workshop will drive the work of the STF and include:


a survey and comparison of the regulatory requirements in different countries and regions;


a comparison of solutions that have currently been developed;


a consideration of charging aspects;


the necessary liaison activities required to harmonize the activities of other groups both with and outside ETSI, in particular, in order to avoid duplication of work with ETSI TC NA and other ETSI groups;


setting of targets and work plans for future standardization activity plus the plan for a phased introduction to take compatibility and new developments into account.





The STF will provide the proceedings from the workshop in a form suitable as a deliverable and for publication and prepare a draft Report on the project plan (GSM 10.66) and a draft Technical Specification on the technical realisations for Stage 1 (GSM 02.66) of Number Portability plus any necessary papers behind this. 


3.10.	Reference specification(s) and existing documents, including ETSI member contributions:


Proceedings from Open Workshop on Number Portability


ETSI/GA30(98)TD5, Final Report of ETSI FMC ad hoc group





3.11.	Work Item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:


DTR/SMG-011066Q 	Technical Report on the project plan for Number Portability (GSM 10.66)


DTS/SMG-010266Q7	Support of Number Portability: service description, Stage 1 (GSM 02.66)
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