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Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF 311 (QP2) 
(OCG ECN&S) on ”The consequences on the standardization activities on NGN from the EU ECN&S regulatory view point”

1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)
1.1
Overview of the proposal
1.1.1
Purpose of the work

The objective of the work is to identify: 

· the consequences on NGN standardization from the regulatory view point, 

· areas where standardization is needed to achieve public interests objectives and to increase competition.

ETSI is deeply involved in the NGN standardization process with a large international footprint. European authorities and other stakeholders will benefit from mutual understanding of the regulatory benefits and consequences of the current standardization process.

The STF activity is to be performed with the relevant documents produced for the preparation of the list of standards for Articles 17 and 18, special reports produced by ECN&S, ECN&S standing documents and any relevant documents which could be produced during the review of the EU ECN&S Regulatory Framework. 

This work will give visibility to NGN debate at European level and increase mutual understanding between the various stakeholders

1.1.2
Relation with the ETSI Strategic Objectives

This activity contributes to the objective set in the ETSI Strategy 2006 for meeting ETSI’s obligations as an ESO:  “ to encourage more ETSI involvement under new Directives for Privacy, New regulatory Framework (art 17), etc…”

1.3.1
Benefits to be gained

The results of the projects will contribute to improve the application of the framework and associated Directives by clarifying to regulation and standardization experts the mutual relationship, particularly in the context of future networks.  

· For this purpose the proposal will lead to the production of an ETSI SR (Special Report)

1.3.2
Stakeholders interest

The proposed action is essential: 

· For the industry to understand the Framework and associated Directives under the guidance accumulated from the authorities and the experience gathered by ETSI 

· For Administrations and regulators to have an updated, enhanced and better overall vision of all the standards that might impact or support the regulative framework in the context of NGN 

1.1.3
Relation with other activities within ETSI and/or related organizations

ETSI provides in Europe the widest possible base of stakeholders both in the Telecom and Broadcast areas. The development of the 3GPP and NGN projects added to the very large base of global agreements and even wider dimension on the coverage of the stakeholders in this field. 

The inclusion of ITU, IETF, IEEE and many other Standardization Organizations will force the contact with many experts of different sectors.  

NGN is one of the key issues to be taken into due account in the revision of the regulatory framework to ensure fair competition on the market for electronic communication networks and services.

1.1.4
Priority within the TB

Priority 1

1.1.5
Motivation why the STF is urgently needed

ETSI is deeply involved in the NGN standardization process with a large international footprint. European authorities and other stakeholders will benefit from mutual understanding of the regulatory benefits and consequences of the current standardization process.

In order to progress rapidly the activity, ETSI OCG/ECN&S proposes the creation of an STF.

1.2
Organization of the work
1.2.1
Confirmation of active support from the Members

The activity is supported by: [WI list]

1.2.3
Identification of tasks, phases, priorities, technical risk

To achieve the objectives covering NGN, the STF will perform the following tasks: 

· provide an overall technical framework description to assist understanding the role of individual elements in NGN standardisation, 
· identify the relevant interfaces (interfaces between fixed/ mobile networks and services; between the “private” user domain / public domain) e.g.: architectural basic interfaces (IMS), Point of interconnection: Poi, NNI (net-net interconnection including vertical integration), SNI (service-net interconnection), ASI (application-network interconnection), and NTP, Residential Gateway (network control unit versus more modular approach), 
· analyse the consequences on standardisation process from the EU ECN&S regulatory view point covering public interest issues (Quality of service issues to users, etc.) and increasing of competition,
· identify areas where standardisation is needed to achieve public interest objectives and to increase competition. 
1.2.4
Outcome of the STF

The objective of the proposal is to identify: 

· The consequences on NGN standardization from the regulatory view point, 

· Areas where standardization is needed to achieve public interests objectives and to increase competition.

2
Consequences if not agreed:
The effective implementation of the NGN may be delayed if the critical interfaces are not properly identified and standardized. Administrations and regulators may impose irrelevant requirements due to an unclear vision of NGN

3
Detailed description:
3.1
Subject title: Consequences on the standardization activities on NGN from the regulatory view point
3.2
Reference Technical Body: OCG ECN&S
3.3
Other interested TBs (if any): 3GPP, AT, BRAN, DECT, ECMA TC 32, ERM, JTC Broadcast, HF, MSG, OCG/R&TTE, PLT, SES, STQ, TETRA, TISPAN, TM, Users group
3.4
Steering Committee: The OCG/ECN&S is a co-ordination group that will itself provide the STF Steering Committee function.
3.5
Support from ETSI Members : The OCG/ECN&S is a co-ordination group that will itself provide the STF Steering Committee function
3.6
Target date for the start of work: September 2006
3.7
Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval): December 2007
3.8 Resources required

3.8.1
Experts manpower
Manpower resources required: 80 man-days (48 000 EUR), split as follows:

· Drafting deliverables:
72
man-days

· Attending Technical Body meetings 
8
man-days

3.8.2
Estimated cost, additional to the manpower:
Total additional cost 6 000 EUR, split as follows: 

· Travel costs to the Technical Bodies meetings:
6 000
EUR

3.9
Experts qualification required, mix of skills
One or two experts are required having experience with the European Communication regulatory process and especially with the requirements of the framework for electronic communications networks and services are needed; an efficient solution could be to recruit some of the previous STF 254 experts if they are available. One expert shall be familiar with NGN standardisation development in fixed and mobile. 

The actual number of experts and mix of skills may depend on the actual applications received and will be decided when setting up the STF

3.10
Scope of Terms of Reference:
The STF will: 

· provide an overall technical framework description to assist understanding the role of individual elements in NGN standardisation, 
· identify the relevant interfaces (interfaces between fixed/ mobile networks and services; between the “private” user domain / public domain) e.g.: architectural basic interfaces (IMS), Point of interconnection: Poi, NNI (net-net interconnection including vertical integration), SNI (service-net interconnection), ASI (application-network interconnection), and NTP, Residential Gateway (network control unit versus more modular approach), 
· analyse the consequences on standardisation process from the EU ECN&S regulatory view point covering public interest issues (Quality of service issues to users, etc.) and increasing of competition,
· identify areas where standardisation is needed to achieve public interest objectives and to increase competition. 
The STF will, where appropriate, check SR 002 211 V1.1.1 investigating the validity of the version number for the standards cited and detecting if any inaccuracy could be identified and corrected. The possible relevance of new standards issued since the publication of SR 002 211 V1.1.1 and standards from other Standardization Bodies, particularly from IETF, IEEE and ITU will be investigated. The importance of the standards, having in account the criteria provided by the EC and included in the SR 002 211 V2.1.2 will be noted in the new document. 

The STF according to the guidelines of the Steering Committee (ETSI OCG/ECN&S) will consult the relevant technical bodies and groups.

3.11
Organization of the work in tasks and/or phases:
Preparation phase 

· Task
01: Establish the STF 

Tasks repeated per milestone

· Task 
02: Provide an overall framework 

· Task 
03: Identify relevant interfaces

· Task 
04: Analyze regulatory consequences

· Task
05: Standardization program

· Task 
06: Preparing SR

· Task 
07: Approval of the SR

3.12
Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:
Co-ordination will be ensured with the EC COCOM group, in charge of the revision of the Regulatory Framework.

3.13
Base documents and their availability
The STF work will be based amongst others upon the following documents:

	Work Item
	Title
	Current

Status
	Date TB
approval

	ETSI SR 002 211 v1.1.1.
	Candidate list of standards and/or specifications in accordance with Article 17 of Directive 2002/21/EC
	Published
	February 2004

	ETSI SR 002 211 v2.1.2
	Candidate list of standards and/or specifications in accordance with Article 17 of Directive 2002/21/EC
	Published
	January 2006


3.14
Work Items from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:
· DSR/OCG-00017
Title: Consequence of the standardization activity on NGN from the regulatory view point 
· Scope: Identify the relevant NGN interfaces between fixed/mobile networks and services and identify areas where standardization is needed to achieve public interest objectives as set in the EU Regulatory Framework
3.15 Planned output schedule:

The STF will produce the deliverables according to the following time scale:

· Task 2 on technical framework: December 2006 

· Task 3 on relevant interfaces: March 2007 

· Task 4 on the consequences from the regulatory point of view: June 2007

· Task 5 on standardization program: September 2007:

·  Approval of the ETSI SR: December 2007

Work Item(s): DSR/OCG-00017
· Start of the work 
September 2006

· First stable draft for TB review
March 2007

· Draft for TB approval
November 2007

· TB approval
December 2007

· Publication
January 2008
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