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Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF 271 
(TB ERM-TG26) on 
”Maritime Digital Selective Calling (DSC)”

1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)

ERM-TG26 is responsible for the generation and updating of all European standards used for Maritime Communications equipment falling within the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS). Eight of these standards (totalling 17 parts) deal with equipment using Digital Selective Calling (DSC) to facilitate rapid distress alerting, reliable safety related communications and efficient establishment of routine radiotelephone and radiotelex communications.  A number of the standards cover equipment which is a mandatory carriage requirement aboard commercial shipping subject to the International Maritime Organisation’s Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) regulations.

The technical and operational requirements for DSC are contained in ITU-R Recommendations M.493 and M.541. These recommendations are currently under review by ITU Study Group 8 who are expected to publish revised documents containing significant changes in early 2004.

It is essential that the relevant ERM-TG26 standards are revised to reflect the ITU changes but the volume of the work required is well beyond the resources available from the active members of ERM‑TG26. An STF is therefore required to ensure that the work is completed, and the revised standards published, in a timely and co-ordinated fashion.

1.1
Overview of the proposal

· Purpose of the work.  To update all parts of the relevant standards to reflect the changes to requirements and testing procedures consequent on the revisions to ITU-R Recommendations M.493 & M.541.

· Relation with the ETSI Strategic Objectives.  This request relates to:

· ETSI Core Business – “timely production and maintenance of high quality technical standards and other deliverables”

· Regulatory and Mandated work – “supporting the needs of the EU”

· Relation with other activities within ETSI and/or related organizations.  This requirement aligns with the Terms of Reference of ERM-TG26 and will run in parallel with similar work currently being undertaken within IEC. ETSI ERM-TG26 and IEC TC80-WG8 have already established active co-operation in this area.

· Priority within the TB. High. The work is required to be completed in a relatively short timescale to reflect changes in ITU Recommendations and to align with IEC work.

· Motivation why the STF is urgently needed. ERM-TG26 is currently actively engaged in the generation of standards for several novel Maritime equipments and lacks the resource within the active membership to undertake this DSC revision work. All the standards concerned are referenced by either the Marine Equipment Directive or the Radio and Telecommunications Terminal Equipment Directive and are therefore of considerable importance to the European maritime community. It is essential that they are revised in a co-ordinated and timely fashion to ensure continued compatibility of Maritime equipment on a global basis and the continued manufacture and testing of equipment within Europe. The use of an STF is considered to be the only practical way of achieving this aim. 

1.2
Organization of the work

· Confirmation of active support from the Members.  The use of an STF is supported by all active members of ERM-TG26, a number of whom will contribute certain voluntary support to the task. 

· Identification of tasks, phases, technical risk.  Update 8 EN’s (totalling 17 parts) in a co-ordinated fashion during a 6 month period. The technical risk is assessed as low as the task involves revision of standards for equipment which has been in production for a number of years and which uses techniques which are well established.

· Outcome of the STF.  Deliverables will be in the form of revised standards for approval by ERM‑TG26 and ERM prior to OAP.

2
Consequences if not agreed:

All European standards for Maritime communications equipment using DSC will become out of date, will be unacceptable for Type Approval testing (MED) and demonstration of conformity (R&TTED) and will not support improvements in the Safety of Life at Sea offered through the revised ITU Recommendations. A delay of some 3 years could be anticipated if the task were left to the voluntary membership of TG26 and this could well result in loss of citation of the standards in the MED and the Official Journal.

3
Detailed description:

3.1
Subject title:

Work Programme to revise ETSI standards for maritime communications equipment employing DSC to reflect changes in ITU-R Recommendations M.493 & M.541.

3.2
Reference Technical Body:

TB: ERM.

WG: TG26.

3.3
Other interested TBs (if any):

Nil within ETSI.

ITU Study Group 8, WP8B.

IEC TC80 WG8.

IMO COMSAR
3.4
Steering Group

Mr R Andrews, Maritime & Coastguard agency, UK. (Chairman ERM-TG26)

Ms I-L. Walter, NPT Norway.

Mr F. Birch, TDC Tele-Danmark

Mr G Spencer, Radiocommunication Agency, UK.

It is anticipated that Steering Group meetings will be held at approximately 3 month intervals during the life of the STF.

3.5
Support from ETSI Members 

The Work Items covering this work (REN/ERM-TG26-065 to 72 inclusive) indicate the support of the members listed in 3.4 above.

These members have already committed to review the revised ITU recommendations to identify areas of the standards requiring change, to liase with ITU and IEC whilst they are undertaking similar activity and to critically review the draft documents before Task Group approval.

3.6
Target date for the start of work:

24 Mai 2004.

3.7
Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):

Six months resulting in WG/TB approval in October 2004.

OAP expected to occupy a further 3 months.
3.8
Resources required (total 23 200 EUR, all in 2004)

3.8.1
Experts manpower

Total resources required: 30 man-days (18 000 EUR), split as follows:

· Drafting deliverables:
20
man-days

· Attending Technical Body and WG meetings: 
4
man-days
(TG 26 meetings Feb & Jun 04)

· Attending other kind of meetings: 
4
man-days
(Steering group meetings, IEC meetings)

· Other tasks: 
2
man-days
(liaison with IEC TC80 WG8)

3.8.2
Estimated cost, additional to the manpower:

Total additional cost 5200 EUR, split as follows: 

· Travel costs to the Technical Body and WG meetings:
3900
EUR

· Travel costs to other kind of meetings (Steering Group & IEC)):
1300
EUR

· Other costs directly related to the STF expert (please specify):
000
EUR

3.8.3
Estimated costs of voluntary contributions
· Member voluntary contributions:
Preparatory work

  3 man-days







3 SG meetings


12 man-days





1 IEC meeting


12 man-days

· Voluntary resource from members performing review of the deliverable: 20 man-days 

3.9
Experts qualification required, mix of skills

· Number of experts required:
1

· Relevant expertise required:
Knowledge of Maritime Communications and DSC;






Knowledge of Maritime Equipment and R&TTE Directives;






Familiarity with ETSI EN production methods;


Understanding of, and experience in, developing harmonized standards under the R&TTE Directive.

· Period over which the experts are required and duration of the secondment:






Part time over 6 month period.

3.10
Scope of Terms of Reference:

The Terms of Reference for the Maritime Digital Selective Calling (DSC) STF will be:

a. To revise ETSI standards for maritime communications equipment employing Digital Selective Calling (DSC) to reflect changes in ITU-R Recommendations M.493 & M.541.

b. To ensure that these revisions include adequate testing of the DSC capability.

c. To work in parallel with IEC work on similar documents to ensure minimum divergence between International and European standards.

d. To incorporate other minor changes/revisions as directed by the Steering Group

3.11
Organization of the work in tasks and/or phases:

The first task to be performed shall be the detailed investigation of all Deliverables to assess exactly where the revisions are to be inserted in the documents. The second task will be to revise EN 300 338 (REN/ERM/TG26-066) and to obtain Steering Group approval. The remaining task will be to revise all other documents.

3.12
Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:

Work on amending the ITU-R Recommendations has been ongoing within the International Telecommunications Union Radiocommunications Sector, Study Group 8, Working Party 8B since February 2002 and has involved widespread international consultation on the subject.
The International Electrotechnical Commission are now revising their standard to take account of the ITU changes. This work is being performed in conjunction with ETSI/ERM-TG26.

3.13
Base documents and their availability

	Work Item
	Title
	Current

Status
	Date TB
approval

	All the ETSI Deliverables listed in 3.14 below have been published and are ETSI base documents.

	ITU-R Recommendation M.493-11
	Digital selective-calling system for use in the maritime mobile service
	Stable draft
	Approval expected November 2003

	ITU-R Recommendation M.541-9
	Operational procedures for the use of Digital Selective Calling equipment in the Maritime Mobile Service
	Stable draft
	Approval expected November 2003

	IEC 61097-3
	GLOBAL MARITIME DISTRESS AND
SAFETY SYSTEM (GMDSS) ­ Part 3: Digital selective calling (DSC) equipment ­ Operational and performance requirements, methods of testing and required testing results
	Draft
	Stable draft February 2004


3.14
Work Items from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:

	Work Item
	Deliverable No.
	Abbreviated Title
	Date TB Approval

	REN/ERM-TG26-065
	EN 301 033
	DSC Shipborne Watchkeeping receiver
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-066
	EN 300 338
	DSC MF, MF/HF and/or VHF
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-067-1
	EN 300 698-1
	Inland Waterways VHF
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-067-2
	EN 300 698-2
	Inland Waterways VHF – R&TTE 3.2
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-067-3
	EN 300 698-3
	Inland Waterways VHF – R&TTE 3.3e
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-068-1
	EN 301 025-1
	Class D DSC equipment
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-068-2
	EN 301 025-2
	Class D DSC equipment– R&TTE 3.2)
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-068-3
	EN 301 025-3
	Class D DSC equipment– R&TTE 3.3e)
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-069-1
	EN 301 929-1
	Coast Station VHF
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-069-2
	EN 301 929-2
	Coast Station VHF – R&TTE 3.2
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-070-1
	EN 300 162-1
	Radiotelephone VHF
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-070-2
	EN 300 162-2
	Radiotelephone VHF – R&TTE 3.2
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-070-3
	EN 300 162-3
	Radiotelephone VHF – R&TTE 3.3e)
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-071
	EN 301 925
	Radiotelephone VHF
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-072-1
	EN 300 373-1
	MF/HF Tx/Rx equipment
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-072-2
	EN 300 373-2
	MF/HF Tx/Rx – R&TTE 3.2
	29/10/04

	REN/ERM-TG26-072-3
	EN 300 373-3
	MF/HF Tx/Rx – R&TTE 3.3e)
	29/10/04


3.15
Expected output schedule:

Work Item(s): DEN/ERM-TG26-066 EN 300 338.

· Start of the work 
03/04

· Draft for SG approval
04/04

· WG approval
06/04

· Draft for TB approval
10/04

· TB approval
10/04

· Publication
02/05

The other Deliverables will be produced after Steering Group approval of EN 300 338 (04/04).

	Version
	Date
	Author
	Status
	Comments

	0.0.0
	June 03
	ERM
	ERM approved
	e-mail Mike Sharpe 16 July 2003

	
	04 Nov 03
	
	Board#45 approval
	

	0.1.0
	March 04
	Ch. Rihet
	
	Update of TB approval Date in table above (3.14) to fit with WPM

	0.2.0
	April  04
	Ch. Voulgret
	
	Update of start of work (3.09) to fit with the Work Plan



