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Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF 263ext (PA4), TC ESI to consider comments on Algorithm Specification (STF 263, Task3)

1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)
1.1
Overview of the proposal
1.1.1
Purpose of the work

The purpose of this work is to include comments to the ESI draft of the Algo Paper, produced by STF263 Task 3, which is supposed to be finished at 2004-12-20 and is open for public comments up to 2005-02-20. It was a requirement from the EESSI steering group and the A9C that the process of finalization of the Algo Paper is open for all European experts. 

1.1.2
Relation with the ETSI Strategic Objectives

This activity follows on from the CEN/ETSI co-ordinated programme under the European Electronic Signature Standardisation Initiative (EESSI). It is the base for security evaluation of signature products and therefore unconditionally necessary. 

1.1.3 Relation with other activities within ETSI and/or related organizations

1.1.4
Priority within the TB

This STF has been identified by TC ESI as high-priority.

1.1.5
Motivation why the STF is urgently needed

If many substantial comments will be received then due to the sharp time scale a review and disposition is needed until 2005-02-20. If this work cannot be done by the STF, the Algo Paper will not be ready to use.

1.2
Organization of the work
1.2.1
Confirmation of active support from the Members

This activity is supported by: Deutsche Telekom AG, SNG, Telia Sonera, Uninfo
1.2.3
Identification of tasks, phases, priorities, technical risk

There is only one task requiring 1 man-month during 2005Q01.

1.2.4
Outcome of the STF

Final widely accepted Technical Specification of algorithms and their security parameters.

1.2.5
Benefits to be gained

Electronic signature standardisation is recognised as important for establishing public trust and confidence in practically all kinds of eBusiness services has been recognised in a number of EC Council Communications and Directives, notably regarding the Electronic Signature Directive (Directive 1999/93/EC) and the eEurope program.

1.2.6
Other type of activity than STFs

A workshop in Brussels will be held in 2004-11-25, a similar may be necessary at 2005-02-28. Not part of these ToR.

2
Consequences if not agreed:
Without a technical specification on security parameters the security evaluation of signature applications may break down.

3
Detailed description:
3.1
Subject title:
Consideration of comments on algorithms and parameters for Electronic Signatures 

3.2
Reference Technical Body:
TC ESI

3.3
Other interested TBs (if any):
3.4 Steering Committee

The STF reports to the TC ESI plenary

3.5
Support from ETSI Members 
The following ETSI Members have given formal support: Deutsche Telekom AG, SNG, Telia Sonera, Uninfo.

3.6
Target date for the start of work:
End-February 2005

3.7 Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):

Duration: 2 months

Target date: end of April 2005

3.8 Resources required

Total resources required 13 800 EUR, split as follows in experts’ manpower and additional cost.

3.8.1
Experts manpower
Manpower resources required: 23 man days (13 800), for drafting deliverables 
3.8.2
Estimated cost, additional to the manpower:
No additional cost.
3.8.3
Estimated cost of Members’ contribution
· Member voluntary financial contribution or in STF manpower: number of delegates at ESI meetings is commonly 20-25. STF tasks are discussed and progressed during meetings in plenary. Discussions are conducted between meetings electronically on two mail distribution lists, one internal and one public, with high participation from members and outsiders as well.
· Additional voluntary STF funding: BSI is participating in the STF without payment.

3.9
Experts qualification required, mix of skills
The following experts are required to perform the work.  The actual number of experts and mix of skills may depend on the actual applications received and will be decided when setting up the STF.

· Number of experts required: 2-3

· Relevant expertise 

· Period over which the experts are required and duration of the secondment 

3.10
Scope of Terms of Reference:
Include comments on draft TS 102 176

3.11
Organization of the work in tasks and/or phases:
N/A

3.12
Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:
Comments on draft TS 102 176 available by end 2004.

3.13
Base documents and their availability
The STF work will be based upon the following documents:

	Work Item
	Title
	Current

Status
	Date TB
approval

	DSR/ESI-000019
	TS 102 176 - Algorithms and Parameters for Secure Electronic Signatures
	Issued
	2003-03


3.14
Work Items from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:
The STF will produce the following deliverables, for TB approval:

· RTS/ESI-000039-1 (TS 102 176-1) Title: Algorithms and parameters for Electronic Signatures; Hash functions and asymmetric algorithms

· RTS/ESI-000039-2 (TS 102 176-2) Title: Algorithms and parameters for Electronic Signatures; Secure channel protocols and algorithms for signature creation devices

3.15
Planned output schedule:
The STF will produce the deliverables according to the following time scale:

Work Items: RTS/ESI-000039-1 & RTS/ESI-000039-2
· Start of the work 
28/02/2005

· ToC and scope 
30/03/2005

· Draft for TB approval
15/04/2005

· TB approval
30/04/2005

· Publication
15/05/2005

3.16 Document history

	Version
	Date
	Author
	Status
	Comments

	0.0.2
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	0.0.4
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