
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF 236 
on the scope of IPv6 testing

1 Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)

As IP-technology permeates more and more ETSI standards there is a strong case for centralising ETSI's IP testing activities. To this end the ETSI Board has approved the creation of an IP Testing group in TC MTS. This activity is well-supported by other TBs who will make use of the output of this group.

The area of 'IP Testing' is extremely broad covering items such as SIP, Mobile IPv6, ROHC (Header Compression), Interworking (e.g., SIP/H.323), IPv6 over IPv4 and security aspects.  There are also questions of methodology, types of testing and the practical implementation of the tests that need to be taken into account. 

The internet community of service providers and equipment manufacturers has indicated that the testing of IPv6 is one of their highest priorities in order to support the "IPv6 Ready" certification programme. It is here that TC MTS believes effort should be spent. In order to use ETSI resources (both voluntary and funded contributions) it is necessary to provide a scope for this work and to develop both short-term and long-term plans. The purpose of this STF is therefore:
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to produce an overall plan for enabling test specifications suitable for "IPv6 Ready" testing, taking into consideration the schedule of producing test documentation in a timely manner, the effort required and other costs;
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to identify specific IPv6 protocols to be tested and to allocate priorities (taking special account of other ETSI TB needs and schedules);
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to identify which types of testing are relevant:
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conformance testing only;
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interoperability testing only or
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both
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to identify the level and nature of voluntary support available and to estimate the extent of funded support necessary;

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
to consolidate Test Purposes from existing TPs for the IPv6 core protocol.

The outputs of the STF will be a TR including:
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TC‑MTS Work Item proposals for the individual testing specifications;
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workplan and ToRs for proposed STFs to carry out the testing specification tasks;
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a funding proposal to eEurope 2003-2005.

2 Consequences if not agreed:

There is a strong demand for IP test suites. If MTS does not take the lead in this activity ETSI members will have to work with proprietary non-standardized and fragmented test suites, which are not well supported by tools and testing software.

3
Detailed description:

3.1 Subject title:

"Pre‑normative Study for IPv6 Testing"

3.2 Reference Technical Body:

TC MTS

3.3 Other interested TBs (if any):

3GPP, EP TIPHON, TC SPAN, TC AT, EP UMTS

3.4 Target date for the start of work:

January 2003

3.5 Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):

3 months from start of project

3.6
Resources required

3.6.1
Necessary manpower

Total resources required: 4 man months 

	Activity
	Effort

	For drafting of deliverables
	4 man months

	Project management
	PTCC


3.6.2
Estimated costs, additional to the manpower:

Total additional cost: None 

The active participation of the PTCC and the ETSI Plugtest Service is essential to the completion of this work. It is also anticipated that voluntary contributions from the MTS membership and certain research organisations will be needed.

3.6.3
Qualification required, mix of skills

Essential skills in testing (conformance and interoperability) and IPv6 technology.

3.6 Scope of Terms of Reference:

The STF shall be restricted to the activities as described in 1 and to focus on IPv6 aspects.

3.7 Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:

IPv6 Forum, IETF IPng and IPv6 WGs

3.8 Base documents and their availability
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All IETF RFCs and draft standards related to IPv6
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ISO/IEC 9646 Testing Methodology and relevant MTS guides (e.g., PICS, TPs)

3.9 Work Item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:

DTR/MTS DTR/MTS-00083 Pre‑normative Study for IPv6 Testing

3.11
Expected output(s):

ETSI deliverables
	
	
	Start of work
	Stable draft
	TB approval
	Resolution meeting

	DTR/MTS-00083


	Pre‑normative Study for IPv6 Testing
	06/01/03
	28/03/03
	25/04/03
	N/A
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