
Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force 226 (prov. code LO) TC/SPAN on
 Creation of standards for Transport Mechanisms and protocols for IP networks and Next Generation Networks
1
Reasons for proposing the STF

TC SPAN has analysed the requirements for the transmission of signalling information on the current fixed networks, IPCablecom, IP, and NGN's. At the 5th Plenary and subsequently at the 8th Plenary TC SPAN agreed to create an STF in order to produce in conjunction with the relevant experts a generic transport mechanism based of the output of the relevant international For a, mainly the IETF. The STF would also produce the required profile document for the IPCablecom deliverable. 

2 Consequences if not agreed

Industry requires in the short time frame a set of specification for the support the IP signalling transport services in Europe. If this request is not agreed then the introduction date will be delayed. This could be a barrier for the introduction of the IP and E-Europe features.

3
Detailed description

3.1
Subject title

Support in the Technical work and the production of IP Transport Protocol Standards Documentation

3.2
Reference TB

SPAN.

3.3
Other interested TBs (if any)

TC AT, EP TIPHON, IETF SIGTRAN

3.4
Duration

The STF should provide the complete documentation ready for SPAN13 agreement in March 2003 and publication in June 2003.

3.5
Target date for the start of work

October 2002.

3.6
Necessary manpower (expertise, mix of skills and amount)

3.6.1
Necessary manpower

Total resources required: 6,5 man/months, split as follows:

4,5 mm production of draft specification based on M2UA, M3UA SUA and M2PA

1 mm production of profile document for IPCablecom deliverable

0.8 mm for Management and PE

0.2 mm meeting attendance

Total manpower cost is 84 kEUR.

3.6.2
Estimated costs, additional to the manpower:

SPAN13 meetings will be held in Sophia Antipolis, jointly with the STF sessions.  No additional travel cost is expected to be required.

3.6.3
Qualification required, mix of skills

· number of experts required: 2
· relevant expertise required: 2 candidates ideally should be familiar with the work of former and existing TC SPAN signalling protocols and fixed network architecture and also with the emerging IETF protocols

· experts are required part time distributed over the period of 8 months.
3.7
Context of the task(s)

The STF has to produce textual technical reports and relevant standards in Word for Windows.

3.8
Related activities in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules

TC SPAN is responsible for fixed network standardisation and in collaboration with TC AT and EPTIPHON will produce suitable European Standards to answer the request of the industry to support emerging network scenarios.

3.9
Scope of the terms of reference and relevant work items

Starting from the current output of the IETF creating ETSI deliverables to satisfy the requirements for transport mechanism in emerging IP/NGN networks.

3.10 Reference specification(s) and existing documents, including ETSI member contributions

Output of STF193, TIPHON reports, IETF RFC drafts.

3.11
Work item(s) from the ETSI work programme (EWP) for which the STF is required

DTS/SPAN-130262
MTP/SCCP/SSCOP and SIGTRAN M2UA

DTS/SPAN-130263
MTP/SCCP/SSCOP and SIGTRAN M3UA

DTS/SPAN-130264
MTP/SCCP/SSCOP and SIGTRAN SUA

DTS/SPAN-130265
MTP/SCCP/SSCOP and SIGTRAN M2PA

DTR/SPAN-130314
Status report

3.12
Expected outputs

The STF will produce a Progress Report at the end of 2002, and final documentation in July 2003.
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