Revised Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF206 (JV) ETSI/AT on Standardisation of features and functionality for the support of analogue POTS and ISDN terminals by Broadband IP equipment 
[2002-05-15]

1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)

The additional WI requested for the extension in 2002 (a second edition for TR 101973 covering a wider scope) was part of the original AT proposal to B#35. These have been moved to 2003, in order to fit with the budget restriction.  However, AT confirms the requirement to complete this work in 2002. The corresponding resources demand will be deducted from 2003 request.

Revision 1, 2002-05-15: The Steering Committee decided to review the present document based on the results of AT#5 that is to be used for guidance of the work of STF206. 

1.1
The steps foreseen 

TC-AT approved the Work Item [WI] DTR/AT 000002 (TD 75rev3) to this document with appropriate Rapporteurs, time schedules, scopes and the necessary information for the production of the deliverable.

Funding is required, therefore TC-AT specifies in the next clauses the proposed STF Terms of Reference [ToR]. 

It is suggested to set up a steering group. The Steering Group will need TC-AT officials or experts. Together with other colleagues, if appropriate, the SG will review all the STF proposals and consult with the committees concerned in order to make a consistency check and improve or amalgamate the proposals.

1.2
Background

Within ETSI, AT is the home for terminals. AT experts have a large experience in terminals interfaces, features and functionality. An increasing interest to collaborate in the standardisation of emerging technologies among AT members has been identified. xDSL and “Cable” technologies have also been treated by AT experts.

The first set of standards for IP cablecom (TS 101 909) will soon be published. All industry sectors are interested to keep the (quickest possible) progress and they are at the present supporting TC AT. This set of deliverables represents a real challenge for AT and ETSI experts in terms of quantity of work. The standardisation work has therefore to be organised by steps and priorities have to be established. 

One of the most interesting activities where AT experts can offer their extensive experience is to identify a list of features commonly used in the existing park of Telecom terminals. The initiated WI will identify the features most requested on the market and will therefore facilitate the organisation of the work to be done in the emerging technologies in classes with priorities. A second WI will enhance the first edition of the deliverable with a wider scope.

1.3
Initial work

ETSI TC AT opened the new WI. A first draft will be available before the summer 2001. AT now requires the support for the further development of the identified WI to enhance the initial draft with new areas of information and detailed information including detailed listing of most useful existing standards to be used as reference of bibliography in the development of BroadBand [BB] technologies supporting legacy systems. 

The result of this will enable quicker development of standards for new technologies. 

The extreme pressure from liberalisation process and the rapid development of emerging technologies require a response time not possible to ensure in TC AT and therefore this STF is the only way to achieve the objective.

The documents to be produced are intended to be transformed later in ETSI Guides.  This work has been proposed for funding under initiative “eEurope 2002 – An Information Society For All”, under “The contribution of European standardization to the eEurope Initiative, A rolling Action Plan” especially under key objectives:

1
A cheaper, faster and secure Internet, 

a) Cheaper and faster Internet access and 

b) Faster internet for researchers and students

2
Investing in people and skills, 

Participation for all in the knowledge-based economy

3
Stimulate the use of the Internet, 

Accelerating e-commerce

The proposal has not been accepted under the current EC 2001 contract and is proposed for funding under the ETSI FWP.

2
Consequences if not agreed:

The high number of standards being developed for new technologies contains an extremely large number of requirements and they define brand new technologies. If no priority (based on the real user needs) for services to be deployed is established, the launch of these new technologies risks not being successful. 

3
Detailed description:

3.1
Subject title:

Standardisation of features and functionality for the support of analogue POTS terminals by Broadband IP equipment

3.2
Reference Technical Body:

Technical Committee Access and Terminals (AT) 

3.3
Other interested TBs (if any): 

TC HF, TC SPAN, TC TIPHON, TC SEC, TC STQ, JTC Broadcast.

3.4
Target date for the start of work:

January 2002.

3.5
Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):

Target date for TB approval:

· 1st edition: June 2002;

· 2nd edition: December 2002.

3.6
Resources required

3.6.1
Necessary manpower

5 Man Months for 2002 to be distributed over 1 year: 2.5MM during Q1/Q2 2002 and 2.5MM during Q3/Q4 2002.

3.6.2
Estimated costs, additional to the manpower:

2 travels for the STF leader to attend the TC AT relevant meetings (3’000 Euro) to be used: 1’500 Euro during Q1/Q2 2002 and 1’500 Euro during Q3/Q4 2002..

3.6.3
Qualification required, mix of skills

Expertise in most common Telecom terminals features and interfaces, especially POTS terminals, world-wide experience in type approval regimes, especially in Europe, knowledge of related standards. Additionally knowledge on ISDN terminals is required for the second half of 2002. Team work capabilities.

3.7
Scope of Terms of Reference:

Study and collation of the functional technical characteristics supported by PSTNs across the wider European market, in order to provide input to developers of Broadband IP equipment (e.g. IP Cable embedded MTA) that support an analogue POTS terminal. This will include reference to the most relevant standards specifying electrical and signalling characteristics. Additionally in the second half of 2002, ISDN aspects will be treated. 

3.8
Context of the task(s):

Listing of ETSI deliverables and other standards and documents identifying features and functionality available on existing Telecom terminals.

3.9
Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:

To be specified by the Steering Group, if necessary.

3.10
Base documents and their availability

ETSI and ITU-T catalogue, ETSI Work Program, especially AT, ATA, DTA, SPAN, HF, Users Group.

3.11
Work Item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:

DTR/ AT 000002 Access and Terminals (AT); Public Switched Telephone Network; Support of analogue POTS terminals by Broadband IP equipment; A listing of most relevant features and functionalities.  A revision of the above WI will be initiated as soon as the first edition will be published.

3.12
Expected output 

A consistent ETSI TC AT Technical Report of good quality identifying the most common features and functionalities available and used in the existing park of legacy POTS terminals should be produced. A first edition with the most common and relevant functionalities of the deliverable will be available by July 2002 and a second edition by end of 2002.

ISDN and less popular POTS features and functionalities should also be listed but clearly identified under a different category. Possible features which could make available in IP cable or other BB terminals taking advantage of the specific characteristics of this systems could also be suggested under another category in a second edition.

The TR should contribute to the pre-standardisation studies and facilitate in parallel the quick development of TS 101 909 set of standards, suggesting priorities for the features to be given the priority in this multi-part standard. The more exact specification of priorities is made in a separate document [TR 101 963].

The report, centred in the European market characteristics should not ignore the increasing global usage of terminals. A second edition of the deliverable to satisfy all the requests specified in the present document and gathering the experience from the use of the first edition will be available by mid 2002.

V01: B35(01)16, B38(02)22 anticipate activities 2003 to 2002 on contingency

