Terms of reference for Specialist Task Force 153


Application of Technical Quality Guidelines to the TSP1+ protocol standard


1.	Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force:


Guidelines for the improvement of Technical Quality


Two of STFs within TC�MTS have recently developed guidelines with the primary purpose of assuring the technical quality of protocol standards produced by ETSI Technical Bodies.  These STFs (STF98 and STF110) have addressed issues related to the technical accuracy and consistency of normative text and the use of SDL in the specification of protocols.  Although the guidelines from STF98 have yet to be published, those from STF110 are publicly available in EG 201 383.  However, neither of these guides has been evaluated by controlled application to a "real" project.  An opportunity has now arisen to do exactly that.  A draft ES DES/MTS�00051, specifying the enhanced Test System Protocol No.1 (TSP1+) has been produced by volunteer members of TC�MTS. This is an extensive protocol which will be implemented by many ETSI members for the control and management of multiple test systems testing complex standards�based telecommunications products.  Effort is now required to assess and improve the technical quality of the draft text and the associated SDL model.


2.	Consequences if not agreed:


The guidelines prepared by TC�MTS to assist rapporteurs in improving the technical quality of their draft standards will remain untested and any deficiencies that might exist in them will only be found when the effort needed to correct them is unavailable.  This project represents an opportunity to evaluate the guidelines and to improve the technical quality of a complex protocol standard.  As a side effect, the improvements in the SDL model, which is available in executable form and which can be processed by only one of the commercial SDL tools on the market, will make it considerably more portable between tools.


3.	Detailed description:


3.1.	Subject title:


Application of Technical Quality Guidelines to the TSP1+ protocol standard


3.2.	Reference TC:


TC�MTS


3.3.	Other interested TBs (if any):


BRAN, ECMA TC32, NA, SPS, TE, SMG, SES, RES, TETRA, TIPHON


3.4.	Duration:


4 months


3.5.	Target date for the start of work:


July 1999


3.6.	Personnel requirements (expertise, mix of skills and amount):


2 months of effort:


2 experts (including 1 PEX) with skills covering:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the methodologies and guidelines developed by TC�MTS;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the development of protocol and service standards;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the overall ETSI standards development process.





3.7.	Context of the study:


Considerable effort has been expended within TC�MTS ETSI during the last three years to define methodologies and techniques for improving the technical quality SDL of ETSI deliverables.  The work of this new specialist task force is to validate those guidelines and, in the process, improve the technical quality of a major new test protocol.


3.8.	Related activity in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	ETSI SMS Technical Body Support;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	STF98;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	STF110;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	STF�132.





3.9.	Scope of the terms of reference and relevant Work Items:


This STF will be responsible for the evaluation of the guidelines specified in DEG/MTS�00039 for the overall technical quality of ETSI standards and in EG 201 383 for the specification of high�quality SDL. In addition, the STF will be responsible for the final preparation of DES/MTS�00051 for approval and publication.


3.10.	Reference specification(s) and existing documents, including ETSI member contributions:


ETR 184;�EG 201 015�EG 201 383�DEG/MTS�00039�2�DEG/MTS�00039�3


3.11.	Work Item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:


DES/MTS�00051





3.12.	Expected output(s):


ES specifying the TSP1+ protocol


Proposals for the improvement of DEG/MTS�00039 and EG 201 383
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