Terms Of Reference for Specialist Task Force 126 on the �Survey on Standardization Objectives for �Broadband Satellite Multimedia


1.	Reasons for proposing a Specialist Task Force.


There is a growing interest in the development and the future deployment of Broadband Satellite Multimedia Systems. WRC 97 has allocated and confirmed allocation of new frequencies for such systems. Already the US FCC awarded several licenses to construct, launch and operate such systems, for providing Broadband Satellite Multimedia services. These Systems under development are expected to be deployed around the year 2001/2003.


The Commission of the European Union is concerned about the prospects of the European industry, operators and users in this area. In particular in the "EU Action Plan: Satellite communications in the Information Society" (COM(97)0091 - C4-0131/97), the " speedy harmonization of technical standards for advanced, broadband, multimedia satellite terminals and receivers." was highlighted.


There is a need to promote the technical standardization at international level through ETSI, but the contact with all these new players is very difficult and cannot be performed in the framework of a voluntary committee activities. A survey is necessary to get a clear picture of the standardization situation , of the different types of terminals, systems ( geo-stationary, MEO or LEO), and frequencies. The survey will report of the contact with all possible players.


Regulatory problems will be analysed in the survey on Broadband Multimedia via Satellite, in particular those which are hindering the future deployment of such systems. Considerable resources are required to collect information, analyse, liaise with other relevant fora and draft standards. This can only be achieved within a short time scale with the support of a dedicated Specialist Task Force.


2.	Consequences if not agreed


A specific plan for the preparation of ENs in the area of Satellite Broadband Multimedia are still to be prepared, but it appears to be clear already at this stage that none of the proponents have contacted ETSI for standardization, that the amount of work exceeds the capacity of the TC in question, and that a STF is necessary to prepare the  Technical Report in a timely manner.


3	Detailed description


3.1 	Subject title: Survey on Standardization Objectives for Broadband Satellite Multimedia


	Phase 1: more marketing oriented, focusing on the identifications of the Market Players, and of the various projects. The results should be : to have a clear picture of the different types of systems, orbits and frequencies, in order to find commonality between them.


	Phase 2: the standardization approach, and the possible standardization objectives of the various projects should be analysed. The relation with the GMM report should be studied. The conclusions should present scenario of Standardization.


3.2	Reference Technical Body: 	TC SES


3.3	Other interested TBs:	EP TYPHON, SMG, TMN, ERM-RM


3.4	Duration:	Phase 1:	4 Months


		Phase 2:	6 months


3.5	Target date for start of the work: 	Phase 1:	15 April 1998


		Phase 2:	15 January 1999


3.6	Necessary manpower :	Phase 1:	4 man months


		Phase 2:	9.5 man months


3.7	Context of the work


Preparation of a Technical Report on the Survey on Standardization Objectives for Broadband Satellite Multimedia, presented in 2 Phases: Phase 1 and Phase 2.


The STF will work under the guidance of the SES-STF Steering Committee and the single point of contact will be the Chairman of the Steering Committee.


3.8	Related activity in other bodies and necessary co-ordination of schedules


CEPT, ERC, ECTRA, ITU-R studies.


3.9	Scope of Terms of reference  and relevant study items


To prepare a Technical Report  on the Standardization Objectives for Broadband Satellite Multimedia, in 2 Phases, using the documents listed in 3.10 and to provide the document listed in 3.11.


3.10	Reference specifications and existing documents, including member contributions


GMM report, 


3.11	Part of the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required


Proposed Work Item:	DTR/SES-00038


3.12	Expected output


Deliverable as listed in 3.11. Draft deliverables should be presented to the Steering Committee according to the schedule defined during the kick-off meeting.


Phase 1.- The draft report of Phase 1 should be presented to TC SES ,for information within 2 months, and the stable draft of Phase 1 for approval within 4 months.


Phase 2.- The draft report of Phase 2 should be presented to TC SES, for information within 3 months, and the stable draft of Phase 2 for approval within 6 months.
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