Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force STF 249 (NN) ETSI STQ on
VoIP Harmonized Loss Plan

As approved by ETSI STQ

1
Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)

STQ has cooperated fruitfully with TIA for several years. One joint project has been the development of a harmonised loss plan for VoIP Gateways that is published by ETSI as ES 202 020, and is included in TIA 912 (TIA 912 is a North American transmission plan for VoIP Gateways and covers more material than is in ES 202 020). ES 202 020 is of great value to European based IP-based PBX designers who develop equipment for use in both Europe and North America.

The loss plan is written on a “half channel” basis with losses specified from a port to a central reference point. The plan specifies values separately for ports to be used in Europe and in North America. There are therefore two halves to the specification and the mechanism for joining the halves. The concept of the harmonised plan was developed in ETSI and the presentation of the loss plans for Europe and North America in comparable form is especially valuable and is unique to ES 202 020. In contrast TIA 912 does not contain the North American information in the form that it is presented in ES 202 020, but it does contain a copy of the European information from ES 202 020 as an Annex.

TIA has recently started a revision of its document TIA 912 because of relaxations in the regulatory arrangements in the US that affect TIA-968 (the former regulatory FCC part 68) and T1.508 (the North American public network transmission plan). This work is due to be concluded at the TIA TR-41.4 meeting in Orlando from 5 - 8 May 2003.

STQ set up a WI in April 2002 to review ES 202 020 with the following scope: “Revisions of ES 202 020 taking into account comments received during member voting and alignment with the TIA "partner" document.”.  In order to accomplish this WI, STQ needs to understand thoroughly the changes being made to TIA 912 and to revise the North American part of ES202 020 accordingly. It is important to note that the updating is not a simple editorial task but requires extensive technical understanding and interpretation of the changes being made by TIA.

It should be noted that transmission planning is not regulated in Europe and that the European part of ES 202 020 will not need to be changed, therefore there are no regulatory implications from this work within Europe.

The rapporteur for this work item is not able at present to undertake this work due to greater than expected commitments inside his own company and no other volunteer is available within STQ.  STQ has requested  an STF  to carry out this work. .

STQ has a close  cooperation with TIA and therefore full collaboration from that organization is expected to undertake the work.  

2
Consequences if not agreed:

If  the STF is not  agreed, then the revision of ES 202 020 will be delayed significantly and possibly will not be achieved. This delay will be highly undesirable because:

· ES 202 020 needs to be aligned with TIA 912 and failure to update ES 202 0202 will be misleading to users of the existing document

· ES 202 020, and in particular the way in which loss information is presented, forms an input to the development of ITU-T Recommendation G.IPP that is scheduled for completion in ITU-T SG 12 in September.

.

3
Detailed description:

3.1
Subject title:

Analysis of the ongoing revision of TIA-912 (which is the North American companion of ES 202 020) considering the influences from modifications applied to TIA-968 (the former regulatory FCC part 68) and to T1.508 (the North American public network transmission plan).

3.2
Reference Technical Body:

TC STQ ( Speech Processing, Transmission and Quality Aspects ).

3.3
Other interested TBs (if any):

ANSI accredited committees TIA TR-41 and T1A1.

3.4
Target date for the start of work:

Start of work: early May 2003.

3.5
Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):

End of work not later than 31 July 2003

3.6
Resources required

3.6.1
Necessary manpower

Total resources required: 1 man month, with justification, split as follows:

· for drafting deliverables: 0.8 man months

· for attending TIA TR-41.4 meeting 5 - 8 May 2003: 0.2 man months


3.6.2
Estimated costs, additional to the manpower:

There will be no additional costs for ETSI. The expenses for travelling to the TIA meeting should be covered by the expert out of the day payments. In effect the job will operate as a fixed price job and the expert will be expected to cover any changes made or finalised after the May TIA meeting.

3.6.3
Qualification required, mix of skills

A thorough understanding of transmission issues that affect, PBX and corporate network design.

A thorough working knowledge of ES 202 020 and TIA 912 and the way in which ETSI deliverables are written.

One expert is required with availability part time over the period 1 May to 31 July. The work may be undertaken at the expert's own office so that ETSI will not have to pay for travel from ETSI to Orlando for the TA meeting.

3.7
Scope of Terms of Reference:

To update ES 202 020 to take account of the changes being made to the corresponding TIA document TIA 912.

3.8
Context of the task(s):

1.) analysis of the revision of TIA-912 (which is the North American companion of ES 202 020) considering the influences from modifications applied to TIA-968 (the former regulatory FCC part 68) and to T1.508 (the North American public network transmission plan).

2.) provide a summary, which of these changes have to be considered in the revision of ES 202 020.

3.) provide a revised text of ES 202 020 containing all necessary changes which should form the basis for approval in STQ. (Note approval will either be by correspondence or at a special meeting yet to be arranged).

3.9
Related activity in other bodies and co-ordination of schedules:

See paragraph 1

3.10
Base documents and their availability

ES 202 020, TIA 912

3.11
Work Item(s) from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:

RES/STQ-00032 - Harmonized Pan-European / North-American loss and level plan for voice gateways to IP based networks

3.12
Expected output(s):

· Revision of ES 202 020

· first stable draft
date: 05/2003

· draft for TB approval
date: 06/2003

v0.3 – 28 April 2003 approved by STQ

