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1 Scope of the event

The event attended, a three day exhibition in Birmingham, UK, was an exhibition for partially sighted and blind people showing all kinds of products useful those with impaired vision and which forms the premier exhibition for blind and partially sighted people in the UK. 

The main reason for the attendance was the opportunity to test tactile symbols and audible symbols using blind subjects.

2 Participants

W J Mellors, C Miller and R Hodgkinson, the three members of the STF, all attended the exhibition and took part in the heavy schedule of testing. 

Approximately 1600 people attended the conference. Approximately 15% of them visited the stand and tests were performed with the co-operation of over 100 blind subjects and their guides.

3 Outstanding presentations

As the primary purpose of the STF was to perform tests on a number of proposed tactile symbols, no formal presentations were made.

4 Presentations/interventions from the STF

Leaflets were handed out to sighted and partially sighted visitors to the exhibition informing them of the work of the STF on visual symbols and describing the testing of tactile and audible symbols that the members were carrying out at the exhibition.

5 Stakeholders reaction/comments

The stand was visited by representatives of the RNIB who were directly involved with the STF work and also by visitors from the National Centre for Tactile Diagrams who also exhibited. Both welcomed the work being carried out.

6 Knowledge acquired / guidance received for the STF work

A number of tactile symbols were tested at the exhibition and useful information was acquired on their usability and effectiveness.

Test were also conducted on some audible symbols.

The results of the testing are being input to TR 102 520, the report which describes the development and evaluation of the symbols contained in ES 202 432.

7 STF results dissemination / recognition

The opportunity was taken to inform a number of exhibitors of the ETSI work on symbols. The manufacturers welcomed the coming opportunity to be able to use standard symbols on their products.

During the course of the exhibition the STF leader was interviewed by a reporter from the Birmingham talking newspaper on the work of the STF. 

8 Impact of the participation on the STF

The STF were able to perform tests on a number of proposed tactile symbols and the results permitted recommendations to be made on standard symbols for Audio Description, Speech Output and Spoken Command. 

9 Conclusion

Sight Village formed a unique occasion to interview a large number of blind and partially sighted people in order to test symbols intended for use by blind users. The opportunity was taken to spread information on the standardisation work being carried out by ETSI,

